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A Giant is never ſeen to ſo great 
advantage, as when a Dwarf is placed 
by his fide. The moſt eminent 
Painters have availed themſelves of the 
high effect of contraſt, and expreſſed 
it upon Canvas. The moſt beautiful 
Proſpe&s in Nature attract our admira- 
tion from the ſame Reſult. Whilſt the 
great Work of JohN HUNTER is open 
before you upon your Writing Deſk, 
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* 
do me the honour to take this in your 
Hand. 


To thoſe who have not already 
purchaſed that great Work, I have to 
obſerve. Sat I have faithfully given, 
as zul as I have already gone, the Ma- 
terial Text of the Original upon which 
my Comment is formed, 


And to all my Readers I promiſe, to 


perfilt 1 in my Review of the whole of 
his Treatife at my firſt leiſure Hours. 


Dean Street, &. Is; 


June ib, 1786. 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c: 


T is the duty of every profeſſional man to 
X combat ſuch opinions in ſcience, as are 
either not founded in truth, or would be per” 
nicious in practice. Speculative innovations 
which tend more to bewilder than to inform, 
and which are propoſed merely to obtain a 
name are doubtleſs worthy of reprehenſion. 

I therefore ſhall aſſert my right of offering to 
the public my objections to the new opinions 
of John Hunter in his late Treatiſe on the 
Venereal Diſeaſe. Becauſe I cannot permit, 
as an individual in the profeſſion of Surgery, 
that doctrines I find extravagant ſhould paſs at 
leaſt without remark, or that they ſhould be 
received without my proteſt. 
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Throughout my objections, I wiſh to be 
underſtood, that it is the theory of the Pro- 
feflor that ſtands in my way, and not the 
Profeſſor himſelf. No intention can be further 
from me than perſonal attack. If I ſting his 
theory, I mean to leave the man harmleſs.” 


I conſider myſelf in the ſituation of a coun- 
ſel at the bar, in a cauſe at flue, who, after he 
has heard, with attentive patience, the cate 


of his opponent, riſes with an humble hope, 


but with a diffidence that alarms him, to re- 
ſcue eſtabliſhed principles from unaccountable 


innovations, and to protect truth from the 


violence of perverſion. The Profeſſor has 
had my patient reading; and the attention 1 
have paid was arreſted by the moſt implicit 
ſubmiſſion; for although I have only the ho- 
nour of his acquaintance, as we have met in 
the way of our profeſſion, although, unfor— 
tunately, when I have had recourſe to chirur- 
gical aid, the Profeſſor has not been always 
the perſon whoſe opinion I have invoked ; 
yet. who is there among us that delights in 
theory or practice, but muſt know the emi- 
nent ſituation he ſtands in? who can talk of 


Anatomical Improvements, where his name is 


not mentioned with honour ? who has not 


1 heard 
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heard of his experimental excellence? - who 


does not applaud him to the very Echo for 


his knowledge in Comparative Anatomy? I 


with my panegyrick | could 80 1 * 
here it muſt ſtop. 


Ae ance we have. h chil 
borate work. A work, as it was formerly an- 
nounced in the public prints“, that was 
to ſet criticiſm at defiance, and ſo exalted, 


in points of improvement, above others, as 


to throw them at the moſt humble diſ- 
tance. The prophecy that was foretold, is at 
length come to light, and the Profeflor is 
to be the inſtrument in Venereal Redemp- 
tion-; his production has ſcattered our fears to 


to the wind. The Venereal ikea will no 


. be dreadful. 


_ Conſidering myſelf now in full poſſeſſion 
of the attention of my readers, I ſhall pro- 
ceed with my objections; but not without 


begging their patience, which I do the more 


chearfully, as I know that they feel. to- 
wards the Profeflor as I do, not the leaſt 
wearied out by unintelligible abſtruſeneſs, or 


* Vide paragraphs in the Spring 1785. 
3 contrary 


* 
contrary aſſertions. But at the ſame time, 
it may be right to remark, that the length 
of the Profeſſors work, however we may be 
delighted with his talents, was not abſolutely 


neceſſary; ſince, notwithſtanding the clearneſs 


of his head, and his extenſive judgment, he 


has devoted many of its pages to martifying 
confeſſions of ineffectual reſearch. 


Nullum numen abeft fi fit prudentia, ſaid Ju- 


venal. But how came the Profeſſor ſo much 
off his guard, as not to retain that propiti- 
ous guardian in his ſervice? Was there not 
one of his friends at his elbow, to put him 
in mind of ſuch neceffary precaution? No 
one to lay before him the danger of embark- 
ing as an author? No one to tell him that 
the higheſt point of honour 1s the pinnacle of 


danger, from which he may topple with pre- 


cipitation? The opportunities in his early 
life that Dr. Hunter's diſſecting room afforded 
would have made a dunce uſeful ; how then 
could they fail to make the Profeſſor a profi- 
cient Why did he miſtake education for 
genius, why the mechaniſm of Anatomy for 


Chirurgical ſuperiority ? ? 
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I hope the Profeſſor will take this in good 
part, and that he is diſpoſed to put on as 


chearful a countenance as Jam As his theory 


goes only to ſympathy in pain, I wiſh to be 
indulged to ſympathiſe with him in JP 
ſure. 


The profeſſor complains that his opinions 


have made their way to the world under 


other names. I wiſh to know who they are 
that entertain them. My reaſon may be bet- 
ter gueſſed, than told. But let us proceed to 
examine the Profeſſor's budget of new opi- 
nions beginning with his Introduction. 


I. On Sympathy. 


This he tells us is one of his new opi- 
nions, and explains it as applicable to thoſe af- 
fections from Venereal Poiſon which have been 


| hitherto underſtood to be inflammation in any 


particular part, ariſing from the tranſlation of 
Venereal poiſon to that part. 


The Profeſſor tells us, “ that the ſwelling 
5 of the Teſticle in conſequence of a go- 
66 norrhœa 
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% norrhœa is produced from partial ſympa- 
„ thy; and that the ſymptomatic fever is an 
„ univerſal ſympathy ariſing from the partial 


„ one. A hectic fever is an univerſal ſympa- 


< thy with a local diſeaſe which the conſti- 


& tution is not able to overcome. This takes 
& place oftener and in greater degree in 
& the Lues Venerea, than in any other form 
* of the diſcaſe.” He goes. on to {ſubdivide 
his ſympathies, through which I ſhall not fol- 
low him : I ſhall content myſelf with carrying 


along with me the ſpirit of his theory, and, 
by applying it to practice as he applies it, exa- 


mine how far his arguments hold, and what 
the advantages are, that may be derived from 
this new arrangement; whether the particu- 
lar diſtinctions which he makes be in terms 
only; whether they be evident improvements 
worthy of general adoption; or whether they 


be not in many inſtances calculated to miſ- 


lead, 


t3) 


II. Of Diiſeaſed Aion being _— 
tible with each other. 


III. Of the Powers of d ferent Parts of 
the Body from h "EO eng * 


lis. 


IV. Parts ſuſceptible of 64 4 
V. Inflammation. g 


VI. Mortification. 


All this 3 18 3 within eight pages, 
ad I thank the profeſſor for this brief, I 
{hall not fail of availing mylelf of this gene- 
rous advantage, whenever he brings either of 
tleſe leading principles into play: I ſhall 
watch how they are applied, applaud them 
when I can, condemn them when I muſt; 
being nevertheleſs diſpoſed where I find them 
perfectly innocent not to rouſe them into 
action AS: > 2 


Part. Jn 


"I'BY 
: Part. I. Chap. I. Page 9. 
Of the Venereal Poiſon. 


The Venereal Diſeaſe, the Profeſſor calls 
% a morbid poiſon to diſtinguiſh it from other 
“ poiſons, animal, vegetable, and mineral.“ 
I call it an animal poiſon peculiar to man, 
To callit by any other name would be admitting 


that all other animal poiſons were poſſeſſed of 


the ſame properties. Now as they all difter 
in their action and effect, 1 ſee no reaſon for 
calling this a norbid“ and not an animal 
poiſon. > 


I. Of the frſs Origin of the Poiſon. 


The Profeſſor ſhrinks from the enquiry, in- 


to the origin of the Venereal Diſeaſe, and 


refers us to Aſtruc, and to an anonymous au- 
thor. The fact is, and my readers ſhall be 
told it, that the authors who flouriſhed at the 
firſt appearance of this diſcaſe in Europe, have 
deſcribed the firſt ſymptoms, not conformable 

to 
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1 
to the theory of the a as I ſhall ſhow 


her cafter. 


The firſt Author that can be traced J be- 
lieve on this Diſeaſe, was Nicolaus Leoni- 
cenus of Vicentia, Anno 1497. And no leſs 
than thirty-three authors wrote on the ſame 
Diſeaſe after him, to the time of Johannes 
Baptiſta Montanus of Verona. Now all theſe 
thirty-three authors ſay not a word about a 
gonorrhœa, or any other diſeaſe of the Ure- 
thra. Johannes Baptiſta Montanus firſt ob- 
ſerved and cured a gonorrhoea Anno 1 550, 


The above account mult be true, for who can 
ſuppoſe that thirty-three authors, eager as they 
were at that time, to deſcribe this new diſ- 
eaſe in all its conditions, would have been 
ſilent upon fo important a ſymptom as go- 
norrhœa, if any ſuch had then exiſted? The 
Venetian Collection furniſhes us with this in- 
formation. 


Of he origin of the Veiel Diſcaſe alſo 
my readers may find much information and 
argument in No. 357 and 36 5 of the Philoſo- 
pg Tranſactions; 
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Page 14, &c. Of the Poiſon be- 
ing the fame in Gonorrhea and in 
Chancre. 


The Profeſſor in this ſection, enquires into 
the manner by which the Venereal Diſeaſe 
was communicated to the inhabitants of the 


Iſlands 1 in the ſouth ſeas. 


This enquiry he introduces to prove that 
the poiſon is the ſame in gonorrhea and 
chancre. I ſhall be glad to be informed by 
the Profeſſor who ever doubted but that it was 
the ſame? TI entirely agree with him that it 
is. But if he imagines that his appeal to the 
relation, given us by Wallis and Cook, con- 
firms it, 1 totally differ from him. Nothing 
that either Wallis or Cook has ſaid upon the 
ſubject, can give authority to the Profeſſor to 
draw ſuch a concluſion. Wallis proves that 
he did not introduce the diſeaſe there . Cook 
found it there, but makes no mention of go- 
norrhœa, chancre, or bubo. He preſumed, 


* Hawkſworth's Voyages, Octavo Edition, Vol. I. 
24323, 24. 


. that 


. E 
cc that they had found a ſpecific for it, as he 
«© ſaw ſome on whom the diſeaſe had made a 
* great progreſs. And one who went away 
infected, returned after a ſhort time in per- 
4 fe& health.” Again he ſays, © But ſome 
had fallen victims to its rage, abandoned by 
„ their neareſt relations, their hair and their 
& nails fell off, and their fleſh rotted from 
„ their bones *.“ He fays again in his laſt 
voyage, particularly deſcribing their condi- 
tions. Broad ulcers with thick white edges 


N 
* 


e that were ſhocking to look at. And yet he 


e with ſome that ſcemed to be cured of 
it, and others in a fair way of being 
&« cured; but this was not effected with- 
& out the loſs of the Hon or the beſt part of 
< it +,” a 

NODES” he tells us, „that the diſeaſe is 
now almoſt univerſal; for this they ſeem 
© to have no effectual remedy. They allow 
« that in a few caſes, nature, without the 
aſſiſtance of a phyfician, exterminates the 
poiſon, and perfect recovery is produced; 


* 


> 


* 


* 


A 


4 
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* Hawkſworth's Voyages, Octavo Edition, Vol. III. 
p. 82, 83. 

＋ Cook's Northern Voyage, Vol. I. p. 382. Dublin 

Edition. 
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they alſo ſay if a man is infected with it, 
he will often communicate it to others in 


% the ſame houſe by feeding out of the fame 
5 utenſils or handling them“. 


* 
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N 
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The Profeſſor Arte that Clocks has de- 


ſeribed the diſeaſe to be in © every form +,” as 
he has given us no reference, I ſhall. be glad to 


know in what part of his yoyage he has made 
ſuch a declaration, 


Now how do theſe reports apply at all to 


the purpoſe in point, and for which the Pro- 


feſſor deſigns them? It appears that the Ve- 


nereal ſymptoms mentioned by Cook, are 


ſymptoms of the confirmed Lues Venerea ; 


and as Cook ſays nothing of gonorrhea, 
the concluſions of the Profeſſor can be only 
preſumptive, which may as well be formed 
out of a dream, as from this appeal, 


To prove that gonorrhea and chancre ariſe 
from the ſame poiſon, he has made a voyage 
to the South Seas. As I ſaid before, no one 
ever doubted the fact. But no ſuch inference 


* Cook's Voyage, Vol. II. p. 148. Dublin Edition. 
+ Vide Page 14. „ | 


1s 


vat 
7 


(- 181 Y 

is to be drawn from any of the accounts of 
the ſtate of the diſeaſe, as it was found in 
the iſlands of the South Seas. Not a word is 
aid of gonorrhea, and it is at leaſt worthy of 
remark, and I hope my readers will particu- 
larly attend to it, that this ſilence concerning 
a gonorrhea in thirty-three: of the authors, 
when it was originally 1mported: into Europe, 
proves it more than probable, that gonorrhœa, 

and, chancre may ariſe out of lues venerea, as 
well as lues venerea out of gonorrhœa and 
chancre: or how came gonorrhœa to be noti- 
ced fifty- three yours after all other ſymp- 


toms? 


4 


What had, 1 ſhould be glad to o know, the 
imperfect deſcription. of à diſeaſe in general 
given by men unacquainted with nice venereal 
diſtinctions to do with the Prafeſſor's caſe in 
point, or what was there in the diſeaſe on the 
other ſide of the equatoieck chat could not 
better compared at None 777 
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Page 17. Of the Cauſes of the Poiſon- 
ous Quality, Fermentation. Action. 


The Profeſſor examines very abſtruſely 
into the cauſe, and the action of Venereal 
Poiſon, As it is too obvious that a ſpecific 
irritation belongs to venereal virus, I ſhall 
ſay no more upon the ſubject here, but wait 
to ſee if he applies his theoretic ideas to more 
practical ſucceſs. 


13 


Page 23. Of the different Forms of ihe 
Pe © 


The Profeſſor ſays, the Venereal Diſeaſe 
affects the body two ways, local and conſti- 
tutional. The local are gonorrhea and 
chancre, the conſtitutional, blotches, ulcers, 
thickened perioſteum and bones. There is 
alſo an intermediate way, which he ſays is 
the bubo. All theſe are more violent or fa- 
vourable, rapid or flow in ſome than in 
others, 


Page 


ED 


Page 26. 0 F the Lues Venerea being 
pe Cauſe of other Dey 


The Profeſſor obſerves, that the lues vene- 
rea rouſes into action, ſcrofula, cancer, and 
other diſeaſes, where there is a prediſpoſing 
cauſe in the conſtitution; and with much 
modeſty concludes, that it is impoſſible to 
<< take notice of every variety of ſymptoms; 
« but that if his general principles be juſt, 


& they will help to explain moſt of the fin- 
«+ gularities of the diſeaſe,” 


If the Profeſſor had throughout his work 
meaſured the truth of his new opinions by the 
uniformity they ſhould have produced, if 
his above obſervation had been his rule of 
right, we ſhould have had no occaſion to 
remark the contrary effects, and all have re- 
ceived profit, where we have met with diſ- 
appointment, 


Page 


cc 


t os 1 


Page 29. Of Gonorrbea, 


At length we are arrived at the imme- 
diate ſubject of gonorrhea, and I congratu- 
late my readers upon it; for upon this theme, 
ingenious as the Profeſſor is allowed to be, I 
think he will not have the opportunity of 


flouriſhing med all compariſon. 


He tells us, and very properly, “ that 


„hen an irritating matter of any kind is 


applied to a ſecreting ſurface, it encreaſes 
ce that ſecretion.” But he tells us alſo, but 
not with the fame propriety, ** that this ir- 
6 ritating matter changes the ſecretion, which 
in the preſent diſeaſe is pus.” 


The Profeſſor ſays, that “ until about the 
year 1753, it was generally ſuppoſed that 
the matter from the Urethra in a gonorrhœa 
& aroſe from an ulcer or ulcers in that paſ- 
ſage; but from obſervation it was then 


(e 


66 


proved that this was not the caſe.” I be- 
heve with the Profeſſor, that it is now uni- 
verſally underſtood that ulcers in the Urethra 
do not prevail at leaſt in a recent gonorrhœa; 

or 
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| C 9} 
or in other words, that the diſcharge, called 
by the Profeſſor pus, is not produced from 
ulcers. This laſt obſervation of the Profeſ- 
ſor has afforded him an opportunity of 
furniſhing us with the hiſtorick fountain from 
whence he drew this wonderful ſtore of in- 
formation. - 


, 


A little before the above date, Dr. Hunter 
upon opening the thorax of a child, found in 
the cavity a large quantity of pus looſe; with 
the ſurfaces of the lungs and plura furred over 
with a more ſolid ſubſtance fimilar to coagul- 
able lymph; on removing this from thoſe 


| ſurfaces they were found entire. Mr. Sharp 


was preſent, who ſoon after publiſhed his 
Critical Enquiry, in which he introduced 
what the Profeſſor calls this fact, that mat- 
& ter may be formed without the breach of 


„ ſubſtance.” The Profeſſor proceeds further 


to elucidate this ſubje&, but as I think ra- 
ther out of humour and ſomewhat off his 
guard, I ſhall drop it, having here already ſet 
down what 1s neceſſary for my purpoſe, and 
proceed to examine whether the diſcharge 
from the Urethra in a gonorrhcea be pus, or 


encreaſed mucus from irritation ? For here 


I mean to make a conſiderable ſtand againſt 
D the 


C28 ) 


the Profeſſor, and to call to my aid every au- 
thority that I can. 


Whoever has conſidered what was the cauſe 
of pus, uniformly agrees that it muſt ariſe 
neceſſarily out of a ſolution of the parts 
where that pus was formed. Now as no ul- 
cer is found in a recent gonorrhœa, as no deſ- 
truction of the parts are offered in Vindication 
of ſo uncommon an aſſertion, that the diſcharge 
from the urethra is pus; why has the Profeſſor ſo 
roundly given this ſecreted fluid the unqualified 
appellation of pus! ? The definition of the word 
will not admit its application here, and the de- 
finition of the diſcharge proves that fact, A 


gonorrhœa may appear in fix hours after in- 
fection, or it may be ſix weeks, ſo the Pro- 
feſſor admits; but no perſon ever felt irritation 
in the urethra without looking for, and expect- 
ing at the ſame time to ſee diſcharge. The 


former is ſeldom preſent unattended by the late 
ter. 


Does our obſervation upon this, anſwer to the 
idea of pus? If without any infectious impu- 
tation, what the profeſſor calls a ſimple go- 
norrhoea makes its appearance, and if, it has 
followed almoſt immediate connection, here 


I more 


1 


more diſcharge is inſtantaneouſly produced 
from leſs irritation and no virus—What was 
the proceſs to form this pus? Where is the 
loſs of ſubſtance ? From whence does ſuch a 
deluge of fluid draw its ſource ? Where was 
the previous inflammation? The fever? No, 
ſays he, „when an irritating matter of any 
kind is applied to a ſecreting ſurface, it en- 
c creaſes that ſecretion and changes it from its 
natural ſtate (whatever that be) to ſome 
« other which in the preſent diſeaſe is pus.” 

but in the ſimple gonorrhœea, unfortunately for 
the Profeſſor, no irritating matter was applied 
that either he, or I know of, for I will take 
upon myſelf to anſwer for him in this inſtance, 
yet the diſcharge appears to be the ſame ; for 
who at ſight can make the diſtinction ? 


If the Profeſſor had expreſſed himſelf ſome- 
what after the following manner, for I would 
not differ with him about the mere word, Ir- 
„ ritation upon the ſecreting ſurface of the 
urethra may produce diſcharge without 
breach of ſubſtance; this ought to be called 

encreaſed mucus from an irritating cauſe ; 

but as I ſhall be often under the neceſſity of 
uſing this compound expreſſion, and as Iam 

a loſs for a word that expreſſes its full 


D 2 c meat. 
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& meaning, Iſhall uſe the word pus; but at the 
& ſame time, I beg to be underſtood, that the 
& word pus, is not to be conceived in this in- 
5 ſtanceinits general, but in the abſtracted ſenſe 
% that I have now given to it by this explana- 
& tion.“ This would have ſatisfied me, but no- 
thing leſs ſhall ſatisfy me; I ſhall continue tore- 
fuſe my conſent to the Profeſſor's opinion, and 
although I pretend to no uncommon ſagacity, 
although I have not made mankind my ſtudy 
with that zealous and unremitting ardour that 
the pious anchorite performs his duties in reli- 
gion, yet I know why the Profeffor perſiſts to 
call this ſecreted fluid pus ; and my readers ſhall 
know it, becauſe Mr. Pott ſays it isnot pus: I 
ſhall content myſelf with flinging the weight 
of his authority into my ſcale, and then leave 


it to my readers to determine which of us kicks 
the beam, 


„ Theſe two fluids, pus and mucus, which 
have been ſo frequently confounded together, 
do really differ ſo widely from each other in 
6e their nature, conſtitution, ſources, purpoſes, 
and effects, that to diſtinguiſh them proper- 
ly, and to point out the true character of 
each, ſeems to be a matter of much import- 
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( 21 ) 
ance : it would carry me too wide from my - 
preſent purpoſe to attempt it in this place, 
and therefore I ſhall only juſt mention what 


may ſerve merely to illuſtrate that. 


If I conceive rightly of this affair, mucus, 


conſidered in a general ſenſe, is the effect of 


a natural ſecretion made by glands, mem 
branes, or other bodies appointed for that 
purpoſe, and is ſo far from being originally 
the conſequence of diſeaſe, that, in a due 
quantity, it is abſolutely neceſſary for ſeve- 
ral very important purpoſes, in the animal 


cconomy; which purpoſes, when this fluid 


is deficient, muſt be ill- executed, and ſome 
kind of diſeaſe or defect follow: whoever: 
will reflect upon the uſes of it in the inteſ- 
tines, joints, ſheaths, or capſulæ of the 
tendons, in the ſinuſes of the ſkull ſerving 
the purpoſes of ſpeech, in the cavity of the 


* noſe, where the olfatory nerves do their 


duty, in the proſtate gland, larynx, trachea, 
urethra, and vagina, will be eaſily convinced 
of the truth of this aflertion, both with 
regard to its natural uſes in a healthy ſtate 
and proper quantity, and the ſhare it fre- 
quently has in the production of diſeaſes, 


s when it is either vitiated or redundant. 
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6 Pus, or matter, is certainly no natural 
ſecretion; ſupperation, though it is an act 
of nature when ſome parts of the body have 
been forcibly divided from each other, is 
nevertheleſs to be regarded as the effect of 
violence and deſtruction, at leaſt of diviſion; 
for, without entering minutely into the 
origin or nature of it, I believe I may ven- 


ture to affirm, that the diſſolution of ſome 


of the ſolid particles of broken cappillary 


veſſels, and a mixture of ſome part of the 


Juices which ſhould circulate through them, 
make a neceſſary Part of its production; 
however conſtant its appearance may be in 


the progreſs toward healing a wound, or 


ſore, yet it never is produced, even in the 
{malleſt quantity, without ſome degree of 


eroſion, ſome breach in the natural ſtructure 
of the parts; and whenſuch breach is heal- 


ed the diſcharge neceſſarily ceaſes. 


On the contrary, mucus may by irrita- 


tion, relaxation, or defluxion, on its ſecre- 
ting or containing parts or organs, be 1 in- 
creaſed to a quantity far beyond what is 
neceſſary or uſeful, and produce thereby a 
diſeaſe in parts where there is not the leaſt 
degree of ſolution of continuity, as in the 
„ caſes 
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caſes of teneſmus ſtone in the bladder, fluor 


albus, and fimple gleets from the urethra; 


as alſo in that kind of defluxion on the noſe 
and fauces, producing a catarrh, and in the 
immediate effect of all ſternutatories. 


* 


* 


6 Other differences between the nature and 
properties of the two fluids might be men- 
tioned; but if theſe already cited are juſt, 
they will be ſufficient to evince the impro- 
priety of confounding them together, either 
with regard to theory or practice. 


& Nor is this miſtake of diſcoloured mucus 
for matter confined to the lachrymal fac 
only ; the two circumſtances of pain, and 


yellow colour, having in almoſt all times 


produced the ſame miſconception in the 
virulent gonorrhœa of both ſexes : this has 
been called pus, and being ſaid to proceed 
from ulcerations in the urethra and vagina, 
though the repeated teſtimony of thoſe who 
have, immediately after death, examined 
the parts of perſons ſo diſeaſed, has often 
been produced to the contrary, and though 
the diſcharge itſelf, when properly examined 
will always prove the contrary: inflamma- 
tion and irritation of the membranous linings 
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of the urethra, and vagina, will fully ac- 
F count for all the appearances in this diſeaſe 
in which there is neither matter, nor ulcer, 
« nor abſceſs : whoever will attend to the diſ- 

„ charge made from a purulent ulcer, will 
« find it widely different from that which 
„ iſſues from either of the above parts in the 
& gonorrhea.” * 
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So much for this queſtion, which I cannot 
quit without expreſſing my grateful thanks to 
the author, whoſe opinion I have. juſt borrowed, 
for the great information I have received from 
his works in ſurgery. His lively imagination, 
deep penetration, enlightened underſtanding, 
and great experience have raiſed him above my 

- panegyrick; his {kill in ſurgery will be long 
remembered; he has not only lengthened 


[ but gladened life” +. 


Page 31. Of the Time between the Ab- 
plication and Effect. 


The Profeſſor examines into the different 
diſtances in time, for gonorrohœa to make its 
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appearance aſter infection; and, in order that 


there may be {cope enough, he grants a latitude 
from ſix hours to ſix weeks. This I think is 
allowing a generous come off, both for the pa- 
tient as well as for his ſurgeon; and it is alſo 
well calculated to make the poſition unexcep- 
tionable to the opinion of every man who thinks 
for himſelf, How true it is, that the effect is 


ſometimes fix weeks after the application I will 


not contend, I cannot help my doubts. But 
I never have yet heard of or ſeen, as he has, 
that the inflammatory ſtate took place before 
the diſcharge for a conſiderable time. The Pro- 
feſſor would have cauſe to exult, if it were the 
caſe ; for upon that principle alone his theory 
is built. If the inflammatory ſtate did take 
place for a conſiderable time before the ſuppu- 
rative, that would be a ſatisfactory reaſon for his 
calling the diſcharge pus. But with his leave 
in ſuch an inſtance only. 


Fage 32. Of the Difficulty of dif 
tinguiſhing the virulent from the jj 2 
ple Gonorrbæa. 


This n is ſo replete with poſitions of 
all ſorts, and of all times, ſo cramed with diſ- 
E charges 


„ 
charges that may be produced from every poſſi- 
ble cauſe, without a ſingle clew to aid us in diſ- 


tinguiſhing one ſort from another, that it ſeems 


to be written for the purpoſe of confounding 


all diſtinctions. And I certainly ſhould have 


paſſed it over, had there not been found in it, 


ſuch materials as clearly aſſure me, that the 
Profeſſor's ſingularities have not even ſyſtem for 
their baſis, 


I congratulate my readers that we recogniſe 
here the old word virus, as I feared that the 


Profeſſor had baniſhed it out of his venereal 


vocabulary. Through all his diſtinctions of 
ſimple, and virulent gonorrhea, I cannot fol- 


low him. A ſimple gonorrhea, and here we 


agree, may or may not fall to the lot of a man 
who never had any venereal complaint, or any 
chance of infection. 


But, there is a ſentence in this curious ſection 
that perhaps may excite the curioſity of my 
readers, and be worth my obſervation, . In 
e this complaint a diſcharge, and even pain, 
* attacks the urethra, and ſtrange ſenſations 


* are every now and then felt in theſe parts, 
Which is either a return of the ſymptons of 


s 


E 


the venercal diſeaſe without virus, may ariſe, 
60 AS 


(A 
& as it were ſpontaneouſly, or may be a con- 
“ ſequence of ſome other diſeaſe.” I ſhall not 
diſpute with the Profeflor upon grammar for 
many delicate reaſons ; and I do aſſure him, I 
will never wilfully miſconſtrue any of his ideas; 
I would not accept of a triumph upon any ſuch 
ground. If I can underſtand his true meaning, 
it is all I deſire. As the quotation is before us 
it may not be improper to aſk the Proſeſſor, 'If 
he calls the diſcharge without virus, pus 


allo ? 


Page 34. Of the Common final Intention 
of Suppuration not anſwering in the 


preſent Di/eaſe. 


In other words, the diſcharge from the 
Urethra being increaſed ſecretion, and not 
ſuppuration, it cannot be reconciled to the - 
doctrine of ſuppuration. The Profeſſor ſays, 
that general irritation upon ſecreting ſur- 
& faces endeavour to produce their own deſ- 
« truction like a mote in the eye, which by 
$6 increaſing the ſecretion of tears is itſelf 
* waſhed away.“ This obſervation is very 


E 2 pretty, 


an)) 


P, very obvious, and ſhrewd, But ſup- 
poſe the Profeſſor as an experimental philo- 
ſopher, was, inſtead of the mote, to apply 
gonorrhœal diſcharge to the eye, would that 
be ſo readily waſhed away? I have ſeen two 
conſequences from two accidental applications 
of gonorrhœal diſcharge to the eye: The one 
was attended by me, and the Profeſſor him- 
ſelf was called in to be conſulted upon it “. 
The other was attended by me, and Mr. Pott 
was called in and conſulted upon it. One eye 


\ was totally loſt, and the other was with dif- 
. ficulty ſaved. 


Suppoſe a perſon to be attacked with a cold, 
and a great diſcharge is produced from the 
noſe; Is the irritation in this inſtance got rid of 
after the ſame ingenious manner? What is 
it that produces that irritation? How long 1s 
the naſal membrane irritated before the in- 
creaſed ſecretion appears? Does the Pro- 
feſſor call this increaſed ſecretion pus, in all 
its conditions, either when thin and diaphan- 
ous like gum and water, or when like an 
uſual ſecretion only in increaſed _— 


* Vide my Critical Ee fourth Editions page 71. 
Caſe XI. 
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The Profeſſor ſays, „that the Venereal 
Diſeaſe is not kept up by the pus which is 
formed, but like many other ſpecific diſ- 
ec eaſes, by the ſpecific quality of the inflam- 
ce mation itſelf.” The Profeſſor and I do not 
differ much in this opinion. It is a ſpecific 
arritation that produceth an increaſed ſe- 
cretion; which ſecretion will be both in qua- 
lity and quantity, generally in proportion to 
the influence of the ſpecific ſtimulus on the 
ſurface of the Urethra. The ſecreted mucus 


muſt therefore be conſidered as a {ymptony 
and not the cauſe. 


e 


* 
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At length we are approaching to one of 
thoſe new opinions of the Profeſfor, the right 
of which he is welcome to affert, and ſo may 
his friends, until they are tired out in the ſame 
manner, that he ſays the ſpecific irritation 
tires out the parts on which it acts. 


% As the living principle in many diſeaſes 
is not capable of continuing the ſame 
action; it alſo loſes this power in the pre- 
ſent, when the diſeaſe is in the form of a 
gonorrhœa, and the effect is at laſt ſtopped, 
the irritation ceaſing gradually. This ceſ- 
lation will vary according to circumſtan- 
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ces; for if the irritated parts are in a ſtate. 
very ſuſceptible of ſuch irritation, in all 


probability their actions will be more vio- 


lent and continued longer ; but in all caſes 


the difference muſt ariſe from the differ- 
ence in the conſtitution, and not from any 


difference in the poiſon itſelf. 


«+ The circumſtance of the diſeaſe ceaſing 


ſpontaneouſly, only happens when it at- 


tacks a ſecreting ſurface, and when a ſe- 
cretion of pus is produced; for when it at- 


tacks a non- ſecreting ſurface, and produces 
its effects there, that is an ulcer; the parts 
ſo affected are capable of continuing the 
diſeaſe, or this mode of action for ever, as 
will be taken notice of when we ſhall here- 
after conſider chancre. But this difference 
between ſpontaneous and non-ſpontaneous 
cure, ſeems to depend more on the differ= 
ence in the two modes of action, than in 
the difference 1n the two ſurfaces ; for when 
the diſeaſe produces an ulcer on a ſecreting 
ſurface, which it often does from the con- 
ſtitution, as on the tonſils, it has no diſpo- 
ſition to cure itſelf ; nor in the Urethra, in 
a recent caſe, if ulcers are formed there, 
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would they heal more readily than when 
formed any where elſe. jo 


«© The common practice proves theſe facts; 
we every day ſee gonorrhea cured by the 
moſt ignorant; but in chancre, or the lues 
venerea, more ſkill is neceſſary. The rea- 
ſon is obvious, gonorrhœa cures itſelf, 
whilſt the other forms of the diſeaſe re- 
require the aſſiſtance of art. 


It ſometimes happens that the parts 
which become irritated firſt, get well, 
while another part of the ſame ſurface re- 
ceives the irritation, which continues the 
diſeaſe, as happens when it ſhifts from the 


glans to the urethra.” 


4 From this circumſtance of all gonor- 
rhœas ceaſing without medical help.“ &c. 


I truſt that my readers will not attribute 


any quotations that I make to a deſire of treſ- 
paſſing on their patience, or of ſwelling this 


pamphlet. Nor am I ambitious, however 


highly I reſpect the talents of the Profeſſor 


in n of idly ingrafting into my humble 


performance 


3 


„ 
performance what ſo particularly belongs here 
to him. But that the Profeſſer may not have 
a wrong conſtruction put upon his meaning 
by me, it is as neceſſary to my character, and 
I to his OWN, as to the cauſe of truth. 


1 have therefore laid the above before my 

paler! that they may judge for themſelves, 
both as to the new opinions and to the lan- 
guage that conveys them. 


Theſe afſertions of the Profeſſor, that go- 
norrhœa cures itſelf, and that all gonorrhœas 
ceaſe without medical help, are perhaps the 


1 broadeſt, and the boldeſt that ever were of- 
fered by man, from the earlieſt writer on this 


ſubject, down to the preſent hour. It is here 


publicly announced as a general poſition with- 


out any exception whatever, that all gonor- 


Thoeas ceaſe without medical help; that go- 


norrhœa cures itſelf. He has qualified theſe 
aſſertions with nothing like an exception; 
for if ulcers were formed in the urethra, the 
diſeaſe would be no longer gonorrhœa; it 


would require medical help; it cannot there= 1 
fore anſwer at all to his definition of gonor- 
rhœa; to this he agrees, as he ſays, till 


* the 715 1753, it was — ſuppoſed, 


e that 
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that matter in the urethra in a gonorrhea: 
* aroſe from ulcer or ulcers in that paſ- 
% ſage; but from obſervation, it was then 
« proved, that this was not the caſe *** This 
therefore cannot even by the Profeſſor be con- 
ſtrued into an exception. 


cc 


The Profeſſor “ doubts very much the pro- 
bability of a perſon getting a freſh gonor- 
rhœa while he has that diſeaſe; or of en- 
crealing the ſame by the application of freſh 
„matter I will defy him to prove that the 
gonorrhœa cannot be continued by the appli- 
cation of freſh matter as he calls it; but the 

Profeflor has with much modeſty aſſerted his 
_ doubts upon the ſubject : At all events, I am 
confident, that as long as the urethra is ſuſ- 
ceptible of irritation, ſo long will it be cap- 
able of being acted upon by freſh infection. 
That the ſecreting ſurfaces may part in ſome 
meaſure with their irritability I believe is very 
true. The taking of ſnuff begins with pain 
mixed with pleaſure ; its continuance affords 
pleaſure only by gently ſtimulating the ſur- 
face; the edge of irritability in the nafal 
membrane is blunted but not deſtroyed. The 
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* Page 29. 
F repetition 


repetition of ſauff gives pleaſure to the end of 
life, and the ſecretion is encreaſed by every 
freſh application. 


Jet the Profeſſor ſtand forth, and es 
that gonorrhœa is not continued by freſh con- 
nection with venereal ſubjeQs, for this is his 
opinion; but unfortunately for him the caſes 
he has produced in this chapter do not prove 
all that he wiſhes, they tend rather to con- 
tradict his innovation; they only prove that 
the irritability of a freſh ſubje& is greater 
than the irritability of one in the conſtant ha- 
bit of promiſcuous venery, 


But ſuppoſing theſe caſes produced by the 


Profeſſor had gone further; ſuch would not 
be the ſort of proof that could ſo far be relied 
upon, as to deſtroy one theory for the purpoſe 
of ſetting up another; the declarations of the 


ladies upon this queſtion are governed by their 


natural propenſity to innocence ; they approve 
ſo much of purity and modeſty, that they aſ- 
ſume theſe virtues, when they no longer 
have them, Their aſſertions are ſometimes 
found to be faulty. "The moral truth of this 
I believe will be felt by moſt of my readers. 
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I ſhall here match two paragraphs of the 


Profeſſor. 
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He ſays, „that gonorrhœa may be cured 
while there is a chancre, and vice verſa. 
Now, if freſh venereal matter was capable 
of keeping up the diſeaſe, no gonorrhœa 
could ever get well while there is this 
ſupply of venereal matter.” 


In page 17, he ſays, I have ſeen caſes 
where a gonorrhœa came on, and in a few 
days in ſome, and in others many weeks, 
a chancre has appeared; and I have 
alſo ſeen caſes where a chancre has come 
firſt, and in the courſe of its cure a running 
and pain of making water have ſuc- 
ceeded *, It may be ſuppoſed that the 
two diſeaſes aroſe from the original infec- 
tion, and only appeared at different times, 
and their not occurring oftner together 
would almoſt induce us to believe it was ſo, 
ſince the matter is the ſame in both, and 


* Here is inflammation after running. 
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60 therefore capable of Fan either the 


ce ne or the other .“ 


To explain the theory of his firſt para- 
graph, the Profeſſor appeals to the Abbe Fon- 


tana's Experiments, an author. that I hold in 


the higheſt admiration. Fhe Abbe ſays, that 
the viper cannot be affected by his own poi- 
ſon. Is this applicable to CH" not pro- 
ducing chancre ? or vice verſa? The poiſon 
of a viper 1s organiſed by, and originates from 
himſelf: It is only poiſonous when applied to 


another ; to the viper himſelf it is no poiſon: 


But the venereal diſeaſe 1s a poiſon, that the 
individual who infects another, has received, 
and already felt the effects of it, either as in 
chancre or gonorrhcea, or both in the firſt in- 
ſtance ; or the one out of the other. He has 
received the infection, and he can impart it, 
ſtill retaining the diſeaſe in all its force. Is it 
not true, if the diſeaſe be not counteracted by 


remedy, that a gonorrhœa alone in the firſt 


＋ How admirably the latter part of the ſecond para- 
graph is fitted to the ſame reaſoning in the ſwelled teſ- 
ticle! Why did not the Profeſſor alſo preſume, that, be- 


. . Cauſe a ſwelled teſticle does not occur oftner, it ariſes 


from the original infection. 


inſtance 
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. inſtance can produce phymoſis, paraphymoſis, 


chancre, bubo, ſwelled teſticle, affections of 
the bladder, chorde? ſtill a longer train of 
{ſymptoms ? 85 


This fact the Profeſſor knows as well as 


I do, and he will prove to us that he knows 


it hereafter. 


| It is impoſſible for him to illuſtrate the 
firſt paragraph by the ſecond, or vice verſa. 


To illuſtrate the firſt, he produces a moſt 


outrageous, unſuitable compariſon in the vi- 
per; and the ſecond borrows all its illuſtra- 


tion from the rarity of the circumſtance, 


But the Profeſſor is deficient in the very eſ- 
ence of that which conſtitutes a ſucceſsful 
{keptick. For where is that halcyon ſmooth- 


neſs in language to charm us ! where the diſ- 


ſembling and perſuaſive argument that aſſi- 


milates illuſion to truth! 


Page 41: 
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Page "TH 07 the Sear. of the D; Miſuſe 


in both Sexes. 


—— 


The Profeſſor ſays, „that the diſeaſe fel- 
& dom attacks the orifice of the urethra with- 
% out paſſing ſome way along the canal.” 
The reaſon of this muſt be very obvious. 
If the whole glans be ſmeared with the in- 
fectious virus, the ſecreting ſurface will be the 
firſt irritated, and if the perſon infected be 
cleanly, perhaps the only part put into action 


at all will be that which 1 1s out of his reach 


to prevent. 


The Profeſſor ſays, © the ſecretion of pus 


bd 


* 


with ſo little inflammation (in the begin- 
ning of gonorrhœa) is perhaps owing to theſe 
parts being naturally in a ſtate of ſecretion; 
te therefore the tranſition from a healthy to a 
diſeaſed ſecretion is more eaſily produced.“ 


A 


N 


I thank the Profeſſor for his nearer approach 
to the general idea of encreaſed ſecretion in this 


inſtance 


* Page 29. 


68 


inſtance than i in any before. The profeſſor fat 
out with telling us of the diſcovery.of mat- 
& ter being formed by inflammation without 
& ulceration *,”” The aſſertion is now ſoft- 
ened down to a tranſition from a healthy to a 
diſeaſed ſecretion with an inflammation, that 
is ſo moderate that it can hardly be called 
&«& fo.” This is a compromiſe that I did 
hardly expect, after all that has been pledged ; 
was the Profeſſor aware of it? or was it in- 
ſerted by accident? 


Page 43. Of the moſt Common Symp= 
toms, and zbeir Order y — 


ance. 


a 


Here, he fays, with the ſame ſingularities 
in grammar and theory, Þ the effects of in- 
60 flammation 1 is next obſervable, and ſoon after 
a running appears. There is often no pain 

till ſome time after the appearance of the 

diſcharge and other ſymptoms.” 1 do not 
mean to oppoſe the Profeſſor's enumeration 


K 
<6 


E 


* 


2 Page 29. P Page 44. e 
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„ 


of the ſymptoms, they muſt be en as 

they naturally offer. I therefore only ſtop to 

beg from him an explanation of what ap- 
pears to me now a myſtery; as in the for- 

mer part of this quotation, inflammation 

comes before running, ſo in the latter, pain 

(that is inflammation) comes after running. 
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Ignorant and dark as our underſtandings 
are, we look up to the only illumined ſource 
of all venereal knowledge, with anxious ex- 
pectation, to know if pus really comes be- 
fore inflammation, or inflammation before 


pus? 


Page 46. Of the Diſcharge. 


Tt has never yet, I believe, been doubted by 
the thinking part of the profeſſion, but that 
the venereal diſcaſe 1s to be propagated only 
by infection conveyed in ſome ſubſtantial form 
or other. The interval of time between the 
infection being received, and the appearance 
of a gonorrhoea, may perhaps be filled up 
with cohabitation without harm, and with 

pleaſure 


3 


( 41 ) 
pleaſure unallayed by after ill conſequen= 
ces. | | 
But the Profeſſor has carried this idea to 
ſuch a length, that if it be followed into 
practice, cannot in its effects prove otherwiſe 
than vicious. I could even allow a man 
* who has a gonorrhœa to have connection 
« with a ſound woman, if he took care to 
clear all the parts of any matter, by firſt 
“ ſyringing the urethra, making water, and 
& waſhing the glans *.” The Profeſſor has 
aſſerted, and with truth, in another part. of 
his work, that no man can will an erec- 
< tion: How then can he anſwer for the 
man, that he will have compleated his con- 
nection, before that additional infecting mu- 
cus will be ſecreted? This advice "gl the 

Profeſſor is the more wanton, becauſe it is 
unprofitable. The huſband who follows it, 
will be an unfeeling fool. The innocent 
wife would have cauſe to exclaim againſt 
both. This may be ſport to you, but it 18 
death to me.“ 


* Page 12. 8 


( 42 ) 


The Profeſſor meets the general opinion of 
the nature of the diſcharge much nearer, when 
he comes to deſcribe it as it is in reality, than 
when he attempts to paint it from his own pro- 
lifick imagination. He is too modeſt to call it 
pus; he calls it diſcharge; and, as if he had felt 
ſome compunction already for the crime of im- 
poſing a wrong ſenſe, on what was before un- 
derſtood in a right one, he as much as ſays, 
that if the diſcharge be not pus, it is the na- 
«© tural flimy diſcharge from the glands, and 
«© the natural exhaling fluid of the urethra, 
„ which is intended for moiſtening that ſur- 
«* face, and which appears to be of the ſame 
„ kind with that which lubricates cavities in 
« general, become leſs tranſparent, and both 
e theſe ſecretions becoming gradually thicker, 
“ aſſume more and more the quality of pus.” 
In other words, it looks like pus, but it is only 
encreaſed mucus. I can readily conceive, that 
if we lived in the days of enchantment, and 
the charm was ſo well worked up as to oblige 
the Profeſſor to ſpeak his mind, we ſhould hear 
from him an exclamation ſomewhat to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe. Why would not Mr. Pott 
agree to call this diſcharge pus, eſpecially as 
my brother, and I, had dictated that it ſhould 
be fo called ; did not Mr. Sharp believe us, 


an” 


A 


WI 
and propagate our doctrine? And would not 
Mr. Gataker have rivaled us in our claim: 
How mortifying is it at laſt that the novelty. 
I is ridiculous ! that it cannot after all be ac- 
= Kknowledged as pus! That however I have 
claimed, as ſucceſſor to my brother, the ho- 
nour of the diſcovery, a more ſolid opinion 
proves at length that my theory - was 
foundgd upon a falſe precipitate deciſion, and 
that what I call pus deceives me, becauſe it 
aſſumes the appearance of pus! Do you 
3 « ſee yonder cloud, that's almoſt in the ſhape 
| of la camel?—Methinks it is like an ouzel 
I 4% At is black like an ouzel.” _ 
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Page 49. Of the Chord. 


2 
5h 


The Profeſſor ſays, „that the chorde as 
in the adheſive inflammation 4, unites the 
cells together, deſtroys the power of diſ- 
tenſion of the corpus ſpongioſum urethre, 
and makes it unequal in this reſpect to the 
corpora cavernoſa penis, and therefore a 


( 


N 


a 


a 


C 


a) 


ce 


* 


„ 


* One of his new opinions. 
(7-2 6 curvature 


15 „ 
\ * curvature on that fide takes place in the 
© time of erection.” 


I "M no reaſon 11 there ſhould be an ap- 
peal to adheſive inflammation to explain 
chorde, nor do I think that ſuch appeal 
is applicable. To fly from cauſes that we 
know, to thoſe we doubt, would be making 
a ſurrender of our ſenſes before neceſſity calls 
for it. +11 | N 


Inflammation in common being generally 
underſtood, I ſhall undertake to define what 
a chorde is under the favour of that aid 
only. 


1 Parts when inflamed thicken and loſe the 
„ power of action they enjoyed before they were 
attacked by inflammation. The component 
parts of the corpus ſpongioſum urethre be- 
ing, in conſequence of inflammation, already 
ſtretched in their reticular directions have no 
power to yield to further diſtenſion. And 
when the corpora cavernoſa penis in erection 
naturally extend, being in a ſtate of perfect 
health, the inflamed corpus ſpongioſum ure- 
thræ cannot favour the diſpoſition ; therefore 
the pain of chorde is felt whilſt the acting 

power 
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power in the one, is antagoniſing the ſuſ- 
pended power in the other. 


page 50. 07 the Manner in which the 
Hamm autacli the Urethra. 


The Profeſſor and I agree, that the ie. 
tion applied to the lips of the urethra creeps 
along to the inner ſurface; and indeed there 
is no other way for it. To prove this, as if 
there was a difficulty, the Profeſſor applies a 
caſe of a man and a wall xk. Every day 
would have afforded him opportunity of better 
proof of a man and a woman. 


But 5 Profeſſor has exchanged almoſt 
through this treatiſe his own certain ground 
of experimental ſolid proof, for the hearſay 
goſſip of others. A ſtrange tale to prove a 
fact, is not half ſo important, as a plain true 
relation founded upon common uſage. I have 
known a perſon, who, examining a girl juſt 
as he was about to * her, and finding that | 


* A gentleman caught a gonorrhea by a bit of plaſter, 
from a neceſſary, ſticking to the point of the penis, 


ſhe 


30 
ſhe was injured, declined the embrace; the 
ſame fingers he felt her with, were afterwards 
employed in handling the penis ; in three days 
he was attacked with a virulent gonorrhœa. But 
this, although a better proof than that brought 
by the Profeſſor, is not the beſt proof. The 
true manner of proving the caſe, and the way 
that the Abbé Fontana would have gone 
about it, would have been to charge a finger 
with gonorrhœal infection, and apply it to the 


1 lips of the penis of a ſound perſon. The ve- 

|  racity of a ſecond perſon, and the epiſodical 
. traſh of a piece of a wall would be here out 
. of the queſtion. 


I come now to a ſingular opinion of the 
Profeſſor, When the diſeaſe attacks the 
& urethra, it ſeldom extends further than an 
4 inch or two inches at moſt within the ori- 1 
« fice, which diſtance appears to be truly ö 
& ſpecific, and what J have called the ſpecific 
c extent of inflammation.” I will not be at 
the trouble of anſwering this it is not worthy 
of an anſwer. I will refer the poſition to 
every man who has had a gonorrhoea, and 
when I appeal to others feelings, I think I am 
acquitting myſelf upon this ſelf-evident queſ- 
tion, with more candour as to my own. But 

this 


„ 


this artful overſtrained affertion was meant for 
the better introducing one of our Profeſſor's 
new OPINIONS. 


The ſymptoms uſually attending a gonor- 


rhœa of irritation of all the neighbouring parts, 
have naturally given the Profeſſor the long 
wiſhed for opportunity of attributing the af- 
fections of ſcrotum, teſticles, perinæum, anus, 
hips, and glands of the groin to Sympathy ; 
but of the glands of the groin only, when they 


do not come to ſuppuration ; when, ſays he, 


«© they inflame from the abſorption of mat- 


ter, they in general ſuppurate.“ 


«© When the bladder is affected it becomes 


* 


| Ld 


The urethra, and even the kidneys, ſome- 
% times ſympathile, when the bladder is 
«© much inflamed, or under conſiderable de- 


« gree of irritation.” This may juſtly be 
called confuſion, more or worſe confounded ; 


for we firſt of all find iritation, then ſympa- 
thy, and then irritation again; according to 


the Profeffor's law of ſpecific extent of in- 


flammation, there was no more virus lodged 


on the neck of the bladder, than on the 


kidnies. 


3 


more ſuſceptible of every kind of irritation. 
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( 45 ) 
kidnies. Then why not call both irritation, 
or Del ſympathy e 


After all the oſtentatious embelliſhment of 
new opinions, in the introduction to this great 
work, and after all the uſurpation of this 
mere word, ſympathy; in what, either in 
definition or application, is 1t preferable to the 
word irritation ? | 


I truſt that T ſhall make it appear to my 
readers, that the word ſympathy, is not only 
abſurd in every appropriation where the word 
irritation would have been equally miſ- 
placed, but allo, that the word itſelf, in its 
true ſimple meaning, is not ſo appoſite as 
the word irritation. 


Where a ſymptom is the effect of irrita- 
tion, and has always been underſtood as the 
Wo effect of irritation in a gonorrhœa, there ſym- 
1 pathy may, although not with as much pro- 

priety or energy, be ſubſtituted; and the ex- 
change would be ſo harmleſs as not to be 
worthy of a conteſt. I will venture to aſſert, 
that, let the Profeſſor carry his influence of 
ſympathy as far as he will in accounting for 
the moſt ſingular ſymptoms that the animal 
ä frame. 


E 

frame is liable to, there irritation will meet 
the meaning with more force. 

When a perſon has received a blow on the 
head, and in conſequence of it, is attacked 
with a vomiting, and ſuppreſſion of urine, a 
ſymptomatick fever; I ſhould attribute theſe 
effects to irritation When a perſon has a 
virulent gonorrhea, follicits conſtantly to 
make water, has a chorde, feels erratick pains 
in his thighs, hips, and about the pubis, I 
ſhould attribute theſe effects to irritation- 
When a perſon is attacked with the tooth- 
ach, the whole check ſwells, te glands ſwell 
alſo, the aching tooth cannot be always aſ- 
certained, all the adjacent parts are involved 
in the event, even delirium is joined in it; 1 
ſhould attribute theſe effects to irritation. 
Any part of the ſame individual in pain may 
produce irritation vn other parts that are pre- 
diſpoſed to be ſuſceptible of irritation from 
the pain of that part. Irritation 1s applied to 
affections of the various parts of an individual 
only, independent of another. Sympathy 
has been, and ought always to be applied to 
affections that one perſon feels for the condi- 
tion of another. Thoſe who faint or fall 
into hyſteric fits at the cataſtrophe of others, 
1 6 do 


„ 

do really ſympathife. When Mrs. Siddons, 
in ſome diſtreſsful ſcene in tragedy, has faſ- 
cmated and worked upon the paſſions of the 
audience, I have ſeen one lady fall into fits, 
ſhe has echoed the ſhriek of the empaſſioned 
actreſs, another and another have caught it 
from the firſt, and like an electric ſhock it 
has been felt through the whole circle. 


Page 54. Swelled Teſticle. 


If the Profe ſſor had for the fake of being 
ſingular only introduced the word ſympathy 
Wo for irritation, I ſhould, after what has already l 
* been ſaid, have dropped the ſubje& without | 
q making any further comment upon it. For | 
no man can be more diſpoſed to let the Pro- 
feſſor off, where he has erred from accidental 
or venial faults, than I am. But when his 
new opinions are perſiſted in, and with all 
their miſchievous errors, are brought forward 
into practice; when ſuch bold inconſiſtencies 
are obtruded upon us, and the only choice 
before us is, the alternative of defending the 
right by reſiſting the wrong; I ſhall no lon- 
4 ger conſider myſelf as a careleſs ſpectator, 
4 28 but 


— 4 


I? 


4 
but as a centinel upon the watch, as bound 
to oppoſe opinions injurious in their effects, 
and which, if I rejected, would be diſhonour- 
able in me; for ſilence would be deemed ac- 


quieſcence, and the miſchief would ſteal into 
practice by imperceptible gradations. 


The Profeſſor we find now mounted on the 


hobby-horſe, that we had only before ſeen ca- 


pering before us. But I flatter myſelf, that 
he can only gain the plate, by being ſuffered 


to walk over the courſe. He aſſerts that the 
ſwelling of the teſticle is not owing to vene- 
rial infection, but to ſympathy only. 


&© From what I have ſaid of its nature 
&« when it ariſes from a venereal cauſe, which 
«© was, that it is owing to ſympathy only ; 
“ and from what I ſhall now ſay, that it is 
* never affected with the venereal diſeaſe, 
either local or conſtitutional, as far as my 
obſervation goes, we muſt infer that ſuch 
„ {ſuſpicions are always ill-founded. This 
perhaps is an inference to which few will 


& {ubſcribe,”? 


(e 


The only true method to deſcribe a diſeaſe 
is to fet down the ſymptoms in the order that 


„ they 
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they offer in common, and if an exception 
ſhould ariſe now and then out of the com- 
mon order, that exception ſhould alſo be no- 
ticed, but in ſo clear and diſtinct a manner, as 
that it. might always be known as an excep- 


tion, and never confounded with the common 
order. 


It is a melancholy reflection, that when 
men, from whatever cauſe, have gained a re- 
putation with the public, they ſhould ſport 
with their underſtanding, as well as their ſafe- 
ty. I ſhould be "ith to charge the Pro- 
feſſor with having done ſo; but why did he 

not at once ſtate the manner of the ſwelled 
| teſticle coming on, as it does, I will venture 
to aſſert, nineteen times out of twenty, and 
reaſoned upon the moſt probable cauſe of this 
uſual attack? Inſtead of which, he has in- 
troduced this prevailing obſervation, as if it 
might or might not have been left out of his 
| chapter, . as if it did not weigh a feather 
in informing us of What nature a ſwelling of 
the teſticle is, that ariſes out of venereal infec- 
tion. As the appearance I allude to fo uni- 
verſally prevails, it ought to be conſidered as 
molt worthy of our inveſtigation, and not what 
miglit happen from extraordinary cauſes, 


But 


("43 42 
But ſo plain a truth would not favour our 
Profeſſor's ſingularity; it would not have gi- 
ven him the opportunity of ſporting his new 
opinion. He muſt diſtort truth, for the ſake 


of new theory. He creates a diſeaſe, and then 
builds a ſyſtem upon it. 


I will now lay before my readers this ge- 
neral obſervation of the coming on of the 
{welled teſticle, which he had too much mo- 


deſty to omit, although he has but barely 


remarked. it. 


As ſingular a circumſtance as any reſpec- 
ting the ſwelling of the teſticle is, that it 
% does not always come on when the inflam- 
mation in the urethra is at the height. I 
think it oftener happens when the irrita- 
tion in the urethra is going off, and ſome- 
times even after it has entirely ceaſed, and 


when the patient conceives himſelf to be 
quite well.“ 


£6 
& 
66 
T: 


ge 


* 


6 


This is all the notice that the Profeſſor 
takes of what he calls this“ ſingular circum- 
5 ſtance ;” and the reaſon is very obvious to 
me, why he did not venture to enlarge upon 
it; becauſe, when he aſſerts that the ſwelled 


teſticle 
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teſticle ariſes from ſympathy, he is too cun- 
ning and too guarded not to know, that when 
the ſwelled teſticle comes on after irritation 
has intirely cealed, and when the patient con- 
ceives himſelf quite well, there is nothing for 
the teſticle to ſympathiſe with. I earneitly re- 
queſt the attention of my readers to this fact. 
and I now call upon the Profeſſor to declare 
in ſuch a ſtate of the urethra, what has the 
{welled teſticle to ſympathiſe with ? when 
there is no pain, no inflammation, no irrita- 
tion in the urethra to provoke a {ſympathy in 
any other part: Is is poſhble that this ſha- 
dow of the Profeſſor ſhould exiſt without a 
ſubſtance ? But what will he ſay, when I tell 
him that this whieh he calls a „ ſingular 
„ circumſtance,” is the moſt general and 
common manner of the attack of the ſwel- 
led teſticle. I do aſſert that it is, and I leave 
it to my readers to determine between us 


from what has fallen within their own ob- 
fervation. 


The ſwelled teſticle muſt be produced from 
irritation in the urethra, or from virus con- 
veyed to the teſticle. Wher, a gland is ir- 
ritated from pain in a contiguous part, it ne- 
ver happens but when that pain is at its 


_ greateſt 


n 


greateſt exceſs, and as the pain declines, tlie 


gland naturally returns to its healthy con- 
dition. This is the caſe of the enlarge- 


ment of the inguinal glands, which 1s clearly 


ſymptomatic in a gonorrhea when at its 
higheſt ſtate of irritation. Why is not the 
teſticle always irritated by a gonorrhœa in ſuch 
a ſtate ? or, why is it ſcarcely ever irritated ? 
Why does the {ſwelled teſticle come on with- 
out gonorrhœal irritation, rather than when 
the urethra is irritated ? Becauſe it is incap- 
able of being affected without the immediate 
action of virus. The mild ſymptoms of a 
gonorrhea, previous to the pain of the teſticle, 
and the attack of the epidydimis firſt, prove 
that the virus has been continued from the 
urethra to the teſticle. Did the attack of the 
{welled tefticles alway come on while the in- 


flammation was at the greateſt height in the 


urethra, and, did the inflammatory ſymptoms 
in the urethra actually ceaſe, after the pain 
was felt in the teſticle, the ſwelling might be 
ſaid to originate from irritation without virus, 
or from ſympathy, if the Profeſſor likes it 
better; but the fact proves the contrary. 1 
will put one queſtion to the Profeſſor be- 
fore I drop this ſubject, although I know I 
am anticipating the page that inſtructs us how 

to 
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to cure this unſubſtantial ſhadow: Upon your 
honour, do you cure all {welled teſticles art- 
ſing from gonorrhea in all its ſtages without 
mercury internally or externally applied, and 


pledge yourſelf for all after conſequences what- 
ever ? 


Page 57, Of the feelings of the Glands 
om Sympathy 


The Profeſſor introduces here the doctrine of 
abſorbents, as 1t was taught by Dr. Hunter to 
whom the honour is due. Dr. Hunter's labour 
in the purſuit of every thing he undertook, and 
his vivacity and elegance, in the explanation of 
every ſubject at his anatomical lecture room, 
are too ſtrongly impreſſed on the memory of 

thoſe who heard him, and his fame is too well 
known in general to receive any embelliſhment 
from my pen. | 


% But although we know the manner in 
« which ſubſtances get into the circulation; 
and on having learned that many ſubſtances, 
00 eſpecially poiſons, 1 in their courſe to the cir- 
„ culation, irritate the abſorbent glands to in- 


„ flammation. We might naturally ſuppoſe 
& ſuch 


en) 


Ou 


ce 
6 


„be owing to the abſorption of that matter, 


“ and therefore if it be venereal diſcharge that 


& they muſt alſo be venereal; But we muſt 
& not be too haſty in drawing this concluſions 
6 for we know that the glands will ſometimes 
& ſwell from an irritation at the origin of the 
lymphaticks; where no abſorption could 
poſſibly have taken place.” Here the Pro- 
feſſor inſtances, that, from a prick in the finger 
from a clean ſewing needle, the lymphatick 
glands will ſwell, but that “ ſuch irritation 
5 ſoon goes off.” This the Profeſſor points out 


6 


la) 


6 


N 


to ſhow, that the abſorbent ſyſtem is as capable 


of being affected by irritation, as by the abſorp- 
tion of matter. To all this, I ſay yes, and 
do congratulate the Profeſſor on his return ta 
plain ſolid argument. If, in the higheſt ex- 


ceſs of a gonorrhœa, the lymphatick glands 
ſwell, and the diſeharge of gonorrhœa continues; 


If, when the inflammation ſubſides, the ſwel- 


ling of the glands ſubſides alſo; I ſhould not 


doubt but that ſuch ſwellings were owing to 
irritation : but if, on the contrary, the ſwel- 
lings of the glands remain after the inflamma- 
tion and diſcharge from the gonorrh 
whether they ſuppurate or remain i an * 
I te 


ſuch ſwellings accompanying complatitts' in 
the urethra attended with a diſcharge, to 


2 are paſts. 


| „ 
ted ſtate, there is all preſumption to Lolpett 


abſorption, and nothing leſs ſhould be thought 
but that it had taken place. But the profeſſor 


has ſpared me any more trouble upon the ſub- 
ject, for, under the influence of a kindly diſ- 
poſition, he agrees, that however there are 


* fſwellings of theſe glands from actual abſor- 


« ption of matter in gonorrhœa, and which 
i conſequently are truly venereal; and as it is 


4 poſſible to have ſuch, they are always to be 
ſuſpeRtcd. "li 


N 


6 


* 


In the latter part of this ſection, the Pro- 
feſſor tells us, that it is difficult to account for 
the nature of thoſe © ſympathetic diſeaſes: 
I muſt confeſs for myſelf, ſince we have agreed 
that the glandular ſwellings may ariſe in gonor- 
xhœa either from irritation, or abſorption, and 
finee we know that theſe ſwellings go down 
with inflammation in the urethra, when pro- 
duced by irritation, and remain after all inflam- 
mation has ceaſed, when produced by abſorp- 
tion, that we know as much as we can, and 
enough to account for, and cure the one 
or the other. And that theſe . ſympathetic 
diſeaſes, were always clearly underſtood by 
every one in the profeſſion, who had diſcern- 
ment to ai them, confidence enough not to 

be 


= 
be miſled, and modeſty enough not to nick- 
name as © ſympathetic diſeaſes,” what were 
known before as affections from irritation, 


Notwithſtanding what I have already ſaid 


might be concluſive as to the abſurdity of 


ſympathy, yet I cannot help: remarking for 
the credit of all reputable practitioners, who 
have taken their directions from obſervation, 
that they never betrayed the leaſt jealouſy of 
the effects of ſwellings of the glands, when 


they correſpond with urethral inflammation, 


Such have always been conſidered: by them as 
the conſequence of irritation, and without a new 


opinion, either ſtolen * before publication, or 


learnt from the Profeſſor's work after, have 


been treated heretofore with ſecurity and ſci- 


ence, I truſt I ſhall hear no more of the un- 
important vanity of ſympathy, a newfangled 
appropriation, and equally diſcordant here, as 


the word „ accommodate*” was to Bardolph : 


this is my jocular opinion of it; but J am de- 
ceived if my readers have not found it out 
as ſoon as I, to be ſeriouſly a monſtrous im- 
poſition, p 


* Vide Introduction to the Profeſſor's ik. 
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Page 59. Of the Diſeaſes of the Lym 


' phatics in @ Gonorrhaa. 


The Profeſſor does not well long on this 


S 


60 


(e 


; ſubject, only to point out, „that, when there 
is an excoriation or diſcharge from the pre- 


puce or glans which may be called a ve- 
nereal gonorrhoea of theſe parts, a hard 
chord 1s felt leading from the prepuce 
along the back of the penis, and the glands 


inflame.“ Upon theſe, he remarks, ** that 


from the obſervation of the lues venerea 
being ſeldom produced from a gonorrhea, 
it appears that a whole ſurface, or one only 
inflamed does not readily admit the abſorp- 
tion of venereal poiſon ; and therefore, al- 


though the venereal matter lies for many 
weeks in the paſſage, and over the whole 


66 
** 


glans, it fldem happens that any abſorp: 


, bien rakes place,” Here is one af the 


many opportunities, that the Profeſſor ſeizes 
to ſport the valuable treaſure of ſcience, 
which he has throughout his work convinced 
ps he parggularly poſſeſſes. The ſymptoms of 


gonorrhea are held in contempt by him, a 
2 J x | 8 


nd 
he 


45 


660) 


he is eager at all times to repeat to us, that 
the diſcharge is harmleſs that flows from a 
gonorrhœa, and that his doubts of bad con- 
{equences ariſing from it, are all at an end. 

Notwithſtanding there are abſorbents, yet they 

do not abſorb. Notwithſtanding glands ſup- 
purate, yet they are not infected with poi» 
ſon. If gonorrhœa remains, there it may 
with innocence. If teſticle ſwells, if fever 
runs high, if pain be acute, if matter be 
formed, I doubt, ſays he, that venereal poi- 
ſon has produced theſe ſymptoms; they can- 
not be venereal ; they do well without mer- 
cury. And 1s there no probable way for ve- 
nereal poiſon to paſs into the habit? If a 
whole ſurface, or one only inflamed, will 
not permit it; will not wounds of any 
ſort be paſſports for its admittance? for 
as we all know that there 1s ſuch a diſeaſe as 
a conſtitutional lues venerea, tell us, if vene- 
real poiſon does not paſs through that chan- 
nel? No; ſays the Profeſſor, „I am in- 
+ clined to think that wounds are alſo bad 
54 abſorbing ſurfaces, eſpecially, when I con- 
5 ſider, that few morbid poiſons are abſorbed 
“from wounds,“ 


N la) 


K 


My 


„ 

My readers will be pleaſed to recollect, that 
the Profeſſor, in page 9, calls the venereal a 
morbid poiſon, to diſtinguiſh it from animal, 
vegetable, and mineral poiſons. The ſame 
Profeſſor, in a note, page 36, compares, with- 
out any pretence to analogy in that inſtance, 
the virus of a viper, and venereal virus, as, 
E truſt, I have in my obſervations upon his 
note made it appear. 'That there may be com- 
parative reaſoning on the effects of all poiſons 
upon the ſubjects poiſoned, I readily agree; 
but the Profeſſor, to eſtabliſh his opinion, that 
wounds are bad abſorbing ſurfaces for poiſons, 
and eſpecially morbid poiſons, would not ven- 
ture a comparative elucidation. I ſhall with 
pleaſure perform that duty for him, and prove 
to my readers, that all animal, fome vege- 
table, and even morbid poiſons are ſooneſt 
received into the habit by wounds. Does the 
Profeſſor call the ſmall pox a morbid poifon ? 
for as it may be © communicated to others, 
de as it is received *, it can in his opinion 
be nothing elſe than morbid. How often 
does he fail in communicating the infection 
by wounds when he innoculates for the ſmall 
pox? I only mean when the Profeſſor is not 


* Page 9: 
interrupted 


66 

interrupted by another action *. All animal 
poiſons, of mad dog, rattle ſnake, viper, &c: 
&c. are infuſed by wounds. The duct that 
conveys the poiſon of the viper perforates the 
tooth that makes the wound +. The ticuna, 
a vegetable poiſon kills the animal as ſoon as 
applied to his blood 7. Where will the Pro- 
feſſor's new opinions lead us! 


I am told by authorities that cannot be 
diſputed, that the Profeſſor addreſſes his pupils 
ſomewhat after the following manner: Gen- 
& tlemen, I obſerve that many of you take 
% notes, I would adviſe you to burn them; 
e for although what I deliver now is my opi- 
nion to day, in another courſe, I may 
change this opinion.“ A ſtudent from the 
country, under the Profeffor in the year 1786, 
will find himfelf out of all faſhion on the 
return of his medical friend in the year 1787. 
Like country milleners, they muſt viſit Lon- 
don every ſpring, for the neweſt. mode of cut- 
ting out friþpery. 


N 


N 


6 


* 


0 


* 


* The Profeſſor ſays, that no two actions can take 
place in the ſame ſubject at the fame time. 

+ Abbe Fontana, Vol. I. p. 10. 

} Abbe Fontana, Vol, II. p. 118. 


4 May 


————E— — — ͥ ũ . ee 4s ä Hb 4 HU ts, * 
8 


T4) 
May we not next year preſume upon artos 


ther quarto edition, by way of expoſition 
upon this? 


Page 60. Short Recapitulations of the 
Bid arieties of the & Import 


Here the Fiete has, as I 3 he would, 
broken in upon his ſpecific diſtance of an inch 
and half, or two inches, from the orifice that 
marks the ſpecific extent of inflammation. 
& Sometimes it runs, ſays he, (amongſt his 
& other recapitulations) all along the urethra 
6 to the bladder, and even to the kidnies, 
& and ſpreads into the ſubſtance of the ure- 
& thra producing a chordee. The Cowper's 
& glands he ſuſpects inflame. Sometimes 
the diſeaſe appears after infection in a few 


* 


4 


* 


„ hours, at other times in fix weeks“. In 


ſhort, when he deſcribes ſymptoms as they 
really are, he cannot but tell us what is known 
to happen, and what is only information to 
ſuch as never fought after it before, 


* Page 51. 
Page 69. 


Page 69. Of + Cu 7 che Gow 


norrpœa. 


At length we are approaching to examine 
how far the Profeſſor is diſpoſed to ;keep his 
word, after he has aſſerted, 5 that gonor- 
rhoea cures itſelf. ” Ihe touchſtone of his 
ſincerity, in ſuch a declaration, can be only 
aſcertained by his abandoning the diſeaſe to 
work its own cure, by bidding defiance to 

all remedies, and by pledging himſelf, that 
by leaving the gonorrhea to itſelf; no ill con- 
e can happen from it hereafter. , TR 
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As we have no ſpecific W N for 
0 gonorrhœa, it 18 fortunate that time alone 
« will effect a cure. It is therefore very 
< reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that every ſuch 1 M=e; 
6 flammation gets well of itſelf; Vet al-, 
60 though: this appears to be nearly the truth, 
it 18 worthy of conſideration, whether me- 
dicine can be of any ſervice in this form 
of the diſeaſe. 1 am inclined to believe it 

« is very. ſeldom of any kind of uſe, perhaps 
not once in ten caſes; upon this idea of 
every gonorrnœa curing itſelf, I gave cer- 

K * tam 


ce 


9 


cc 


"14 


Lins.» 


„ tain patients bread pills. The W al- 
«6 ways got well, but ſome of them, I be- 


La 


4% lieve, not ſo ſoon as they would have done, 


had the artificial methods of cure been em- 
4 ployed.” 


I preſume that every reader of the above 
extract will agree with me, that, after ſuch a 
declaration, nothing in future ought to be 
dreaded from a gonorrhea; and for what 
purpoſe the after pages are deyoted, I am at 

a great loſs to conceive. If what the Pro- 
feſſor advances be true, if his opinions, when 


once examined with candour and judgment, 


ſtand the teſt of general approbation ; then 1s 
a gonorrhœa, a trifle indeed, and thoſe who 
treat it as a matter of importance, are deluded 
ideots, poſſeſſed of no power of diſcrimina- 
tion, and who have borrowed all their under- 
ſtanding. The Profeſſor himſelf will be ſuſ- 
pected of a prejudication, that his honour will 
never permit him to deſerve; if, after the 
above quotation, the reſt of his work be not 
engaged to confirm ſuch new opinions. For 
when it is conſidered that ſociety in general, 
and the whole profeſſion in particular, have a 
ſtake in the concern; no time ſurely can 


then be too long t to explore ſo intereſting and 
ſo 


89 
ſo pleaſing a theme; no work can be too 
large that explains it; and no credit too great 
for him that has made the W | 


Diogenes dying, was aſked by a ien 
what he wiſhed ſhould be done with his body ? 
Let it lie, faid the philoſopher, where I die. 
The friend replied, that the dogs would de- 
vour it. They dare not, ſaid the philoſopher, 
for my ſtick will lie by me. But you cane 
not uſe your ſtick after death, replied the 
friend, nor will you know when the dogs do 
devour your body. Then, ſaid Diogenes, 
what ſignifies what will become of my body ? 
What ſignifies what will become of gonor- 
rhea? The uſe of mercury, like the ſtick of 
Diogenes, is unneceſſary. If all the above be 
true, and the Profeſſor's quotation ſtands as 
pointed as if it had been written in Rubrick, 
we need no longer trouble ourſelves about what 
can befal us from a gonorrhœa. It is a bug- 
bear in the imagination only! Common ſenſe 

will not give it a hearing! 


A friend, after reading the Profeſſor's work, 
humouroufly called him the Calvin in vene- 
real reformation. But I beg leave to differ 
from my friend, the Profeſſor may be more 


K 2 aptly 


1680 


aptly compared to Luther, who retained as 
much of the pageantry.as was innocent in re- 
ligion, without being idolatrous; juſt ſo has 


our Profeſſor in phyſic. Pills bing formerly 
given in gonorrhæœa, he has kept up appear- 


ances, by giving bread pills; he might carry 


it further; ſuppoſe that he gave for an injec- 
tion fome pump water, to be thrown up by a 


ſyringe not material as to its being perfect; 
for, if the injection reached an inch and half, 
or two inches, that would be quite! far enough, 


for theſe are the pe bounds of the düfte 
caſe, 


If the Profeſſor had meant this new ſport 
of bread pills juſt to amuſe his readers, and 
had epiſodically flung it into this part of his 


work, before he ed upon the more {cri- 


ous and important ſubject of the beſt cure for 
a gonorrhoea, and its ſuppoſed conſequences; 
as a clever fellow would entertain us, by a 
trick with the cards, while the reſt of the 
party were preparing for a ſober game at whiſt, 
I would have joined him in the fun ; but I 
imagine, he means to be ſerious in this new 
opinion, from what he has ſaid in page 35, 
and in many other parts of his work, the ſub- 
ſtance of Which is this, that irritation from 
gonorrhœa 


90 

gonorrhea ſpontaneouſly ceaſes by tiring it- 
ſelf out. But whilſt the Profeflor fits at his 
eaſe, an inactive ſpectator only, can he tram- 
mel the conſequences ? can he inſure us from 


all local and all the conſtitutional attacks that 


do ariſe from a neglected gonorrhea ? 


Caſes, if I were to collect them, that would fill 
as many volumes, and of as largea bulk, as the 
records of parliament, may be brought in 
proof, that all local, and all conſtitutional 
venereal affections may be produced from go- 
norrhœa: It is for this reaſon that virulent 
gonorrhea does not compleat its own cure, 
'The virus that produced the irritation in the 
urethra, after the urethra can be no longer ir- 
ritated, is capable of ſhifting its influence, of 
| producing new effects, and of being ramifyed 
into all venereal ſymptoms that ever were 
known. This can only be prevented by re- 


medies of art. The application of theſe re- 


medies deſtroys the ſtimulating power of the 


virus, and puts an end to all irritation. Thus 


is the immediate attack removed, and the fu- 
ture evils guarded againſt and prevented. 


Does not the Profeſſor know, that by the ap- 
plication of a prophylactic, no irritation will 
Ver 
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1 
ever come on? that, by the ſame application, 
as ſoon as the irritation is perceived, the ſymp- 
tom will more readily give way? and that, 
whenever it be applied before abſorption has 
taken place, its ſucceſs is effectual? Delay, 
which ſhould be always avoided as much as 
poſhble, will certainly make the cure more in- 
tricate and important. From what I have 
ſeen I have the ſtrongeſt preſumption to draw 
this concluſion, that the length of time, in 
the cure of a gonorrhea, carries a very cor- 
reſponding reference to the length of delay, in 


applying remedies of art, after the time of 


receiving the infection. Irritation, from many 
other cauſes, may act ſomewhat after the man- 


ner that the Profeſſor ſtates this to act. But 
of all irritating ſubſtances that could poſſibly 


be offered, perhaps that of gonorrhceal virus 
was the leaſt to be reconciled, from the na- 
ture of its action, to this new opinion of the 
Profeſſor. For this is virus of a ſpecific qua- 
lity, and only temporarily local; it cannot be 
ſaid that it has no power of ſhifting ſituation, 
and, if ſuffered to remain unoppoſed, of acting 
on every part of the conſtitution : it always 
may, becauſe it often does. Therefore, as 
the irritation in the urethra, that ceaſes ſpon- 


. taneouſly, is not the whole of the conſequen- 


Ces 


6 


ces that we are to look to, as the e is 
not final there, who will be found ſo hardy 
and conceited, as to pronounce without equi- 
vocation or ſubterfuge, that gonorrhœa cures 


itſelf. 


J have alrite. for the fake of the argu- 2 
ment, the caſe, that gonorrhea would cure: 
itſelf, that it would gradually decline till 
it totally diſappeared ; but what if that which 
generally happens, ſhould follow ſuch ne- 
glect? what would he have to anſwer for to 
the ſufferer, who created the evil by the ab- 
ſurdity of his counſel ? would it not be a ſub- 
ject too ſerious to be ſo {ported with? would 


the patient be as careleſs in his revenge, as he 
was in his advice? | 


1 obſerved, that: irritation produced from 
other cauſes may determine in that manner 
which the Profeſſor declares irritation from virus 
determines in the urethra. And ſo it may on 
all parts very ſuſceptible of pain, by blunting 
the feeling that was before the attack more 
delicately tender; by reducing the ſenſation 
of real pain, or exquiſite pleaſure, to the neut- 
ral condition of receiving either with indiffer- 
ence. The firſt gonorrhœa is generally the 


1 moſt 


3 


EEE GE 


— — — 
— me 
3 

— — 


* - 
E gr RR 


— 3 ä 

2 — = * 
3 

— * 


. 


— — 


ä — ESD 


Sn” * 


it 
8 
1 1 
. 
* ui 
+; 2 
4% 
1 
11 
ſ 
T3627 £6 
60 x 
__ 
74 {8 
'#; (xt 
5 'T 
1 
1 "Ss 
41387 , 
1% 
1 
1 [ 
wn 
'1,8* 
163 
Tt; 
1/4364 
i 
15 
46 
1 
i 4 
1.84 
9 
4 15 * 
11 
1 
i 
Hy | 
+ . 
1 
1 
14 
5 . 
3 at 
\ 3-3 8 
5 \- 
my 
"vi 
1 
" # 
i 
(+ EP 
1 2188 
449 
9 
wk 
. 
TIEN 
1 
1 
W 
147 
424 
11 7 
hy 
#34 
* 


— 


—— 


„ 


moſt inflammatory, the firſt ſwelled teſticle; 


the firſt fever, the firſt corrections received 


by ſoldiers, the firſt effects on the eyes, by 


lime, and ſoot, of lime burners and chimney 
ſweepers, are all moſt ſeverely felt: The 
ſenſations from pleature are in the ſame de- 
gree reduced as they are dice into 9 
tition. | 


; Fiaknk theſe general obſervations, which are 
neither. new nor uncommon, it appears, that 


the Profeſſor's idea of gonorrhœa tiring out 
itſelf by the decline of irritation, is only a new | 


opinion, or a+ ſtrange opinion, when it 


apphed thus: unhappily, where it ought not to . 


be applied at all. T repeat it again, becauſe 
here is a virus of a ſpecific quality, and which 
15 only temporarily local ; and although 1 it pro- 
duces its firſt effects by irritation; yet it does 


not ceaſe to act when irritation can be no 


longer ſupported. And although this ſpecific” 


virus may, or may not have trafieferted Its 
influence, it cannot be ſaid to be inactive, it 


cannot be. ſaid to be extinct; for it alvays we 
tains the power of quitting the local for a con- 


ſtitutional attack. And laſt of all what is 
more ſelf evident, and more important than 


all I have hitherto ſaid, the local conſequences ' 


produced 


| 
( 


1 
produced by gonorrhea uncorrected by re- 
medy, may not, and very ſeldom will be at 
an end, till the parts on which the virus acts 
are deſtroyed, or if not deſtroyed, till they 


become ſo unfit for their deſtined functions, 


that the remainder of life will be a miſerable 
entail upon the deluded ſubject, who fallaci- 
ouſly is adviſed to wait for his gonorrhœa to 
cure itſelf; or who fallaciouſly perſuades him- 


ſelf, that there is no ſpecific power yet known, 


which cures a gonorrhœa by depriving the 
virus of the power of action, either in the form 


of gonorrhoea, or any other form ariſing out 


of it. The orthodoxy of the Profeſſor will be 
found to be heretical, or there is no truth in 
divination. Suppoſe a houſe in flames, how 
ridiculous it is to bring the fire engines! 
what an uſeleſs ſet of people the fire- men 
are! what nonſenſe it 1s to take precautions 
of inſurance! when, if you only permit the 


fire to continue till the houſe be burnt down 
to the ground, the flames will not only tire 


themſelves out, but in the end be W 


; extinguiſhed. 


Whether the Profeſſor be right or wrong in 
his conjecture, that gonorrhea was the vene- 
real form with which the crew of the voyag- 


. ers 


3 


6 
ers infected the unfortunate inhabitants of 
the iſlands in the ſouth ſeas ; it muſt remain 


doubtful, until ſome good authority poſitively 
declares, that the diſeaſe was ſpread there 


from gonorrhœa. But, notwithſtanding . the 


Profeſſor aſſerts from no other authority than 
his bare ſurmiſe, and that is to me poor au- 
thority indeed! yet I claim the right of con- 
victing the Profeſſor, by the ſtrongeſt evidence 
that can poſhbly be brought into an Enghih 
Court of Juſtice ; which is, by his own con- 
feſſion, by what proceeds out of his own 
mouth; and I ſhall make the appeal imme- 
diately to my readers, whether I have not 
brought ſuch convictions home to the Profeſſor, 
or rather, in this inſtance, home to the Confeſ- 
ſor; but I ſhould not lay fo great ſtreſs upon 
this, if it were not a matter of the firſt magni- 


tude; and not becauſe, this is the only con- 


tradictory blunder that J find throughout that 
part of his performance I have hitherto peru- 
ied ; for truth bids me tell it, that the ſcat- 
tered differences in opinion blaze forth every 
where to the eyes of the obſerver, as obvious, 
as ſtars are in a clear night. 


« But as we find 5 in Cook- s laſt voyage, 
„ that the diſcaſe in every form is now there, 
* and as we have no intelligence of a gonor- 
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( 50 | 
rhea being fince introduced, we muſt ſup- 
poſe, that every form of the diſeaſe has 


been propagated from one root, which moſt 
probably Was a gonorrhea 15 


4 If it is true,- as 18 allerted in a voyage 


round the world, that the diſeaſe was cars 
ried to Otaheite ; It ſhews that it can be 
long retained after all ideas of its exiſtence 
have ceaſed : and when it is retained for 
ſuch a length of time, it is moſt probable 


in the form of gonorrhea *Þ: 


«© A young woman from the Magdalen 
Hoſpital was received into that houſe two 
years before, and continued there all that 
time, The moment ſhe came out, ſhe 
was picked up by one who was in waiting 
for her with a poſt chaiſe to carry her off 
immediately; ſhe gave him a gonor- 
rhœa J.“ 5 


From whence I took the above quotations, 


there I find innumerable others, of caſes that 
prove the bad effects of gonorrhta it is not 
material to me for what purpoſe the Profeſſor 


* Page 15. f Page 40. 1 Page 38. 
| L 3 $#-— bas 


5 

brings forward theſe caſes; for if they be 
true, he may apply them to elucidate one 
point in theory, and I may apply them to elu- 
cidate another; for all true caſes being but in- 
ſtruments in our hands to be applied for our 
advantage, one may employ them to one end, 
and another to another end. Theſe ſo far 
prove, that the Profeſſor believes, and knows 
that gonorrhœa does not cure itſelf; and 
that gonorrhœa can commit all the diſaſtrous 
miſchiefs that I have attributed to it. After 
my readers have ſatisfied their information, 
by looking at the above picture of gonorrhea 
given by the Profeſſor, I beg that they would 
regard its reverſe drawn by the ſame artiſt ; 
for, reddere perſonæ ſeit convenientia cuique *, 
and their own comment ſhall ſpare me from 
any further intruſion of my obſervations on 
this point at iſſue. | 


As the living principle in many diſeaſes 
15 not capable of containing the ſame 
action, it alſo loſes this power in the pre- 
& ſent, when the diſeaſes is in the form of 
“a gonorrhea, and the effect is at laſt ſtop- 
5+ ped, the irritation ceaſing gradually. 


* Horace, 
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The circumſtance of the ceaſing ſpon- 
taneouſly, only happens when it attacks a 


ſecreting ſurface, and when a ſecretion of 
pus is produced. 

6 'The common practice proves thoſe facts; 
we every day ſee gonorrhœas cured by the 
moſt ignorant; but in chancre or in the lues 
venerea more ſkill is neceſſary: the reaſon 
is obvious, gonorrhœa cures itſelf; whilſt 


the other forms of the diſeaſe require the 
aſſiſtance of art. 


„From this circumſtance of all gonor- 
rhœa 1 without medical &c. 
e *® 


As we have no ſpecific medicine for go- 
norrhœa, it is fortunate that time alone, will 
effect a cure: it is therefore reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe, that every fuch inflammation gets 
well of itſelf. 


& J am inclined to believe that medicine 
can be very ſeldom of any kind of uſe. 
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1 Upon this idea of every gonorrhea eu- 
ring itſelf, I gave certain patients bread 


pills; the patients always got well : but 


ſome of them I believe not ſo ſoon as they 
would have done, had the artificial methods 


of cure been employed *. 


„Whatever methods are uſed for the cure, 
either locally or conſtitutionally, it is al- 


ways neceſſary to have in view the poſſi- 


bility of ſome of the matter being abſorbed, 


and afterwards appearing in the form of lues 
venerea; to prevent which, I ſhould be in- 


clined to give ſmall doſes of mercury in- 


ternally +." 


Thus have I brought 1 fewof FS Profeſſor- 8 


ſcattered new opinions, and ſuch as are refer- 


able to the ſubject before us, to a focus, and 


ſet the collection in ſo advantageous a light, 


that the variety gives a pleaſing effect of each 
upon the other: like a variegated landſcape; 
here are hill and dale, wood and water, lawn 


and heath. 


It is not the firſt time that T have endeavours 


ed to poſſeſs my readers with a ſuſpicion, that 


* Page 69, 70. : ＋ Page 86. 


has 


6 : 
has all along clung to my belief, that the Pro 
tetlor plays off his new opinions in theory, and 
reconciles himſelf to adopt our old ones in 
practice. This accounts for his cautious pru- 
dence, though reluctantly ſet down, of betray- 

- ing an inclination to give a few doſes of mer- 
cury. As I proceed further in this remarkable 
chapter, a chapter that cannot be outdone by 
Quivedo himſelf, 1 find that the Profeſſor, 
inſtead of filling up the remaining pages of it, 

. with more ſuccceſsful caſes of bread pills, with 
more caſes effected by conſtitutional diſpoſitions 
without artificial aid, has already diſcovered 
an intention to abandon his new ground, and 
to fall into the ranks; familiarly ſpeaking, to 
become one of us ; to engage the enemy with 
the ſame weapons that we do; and to be ſub- 
ject to our diſcipline. I ſhall watch this ma- 
nœuvre, and if I find it a feint, my readers 
ſhall know it. The fact is, that the Profeſſor 
proceeds to treat of the different modes of cure, 
amongſt all of which, I ſee no novelty, that 1 
would ſtoop to pick up : All methods, that eve- 
ry body knows, or that every body has tried 
ſooner or later, that have followed the old faſhio- 
ned practice of curing this diſeaſe, are ſerved 
up to our view, like an exhibition of pictures, 
and ſo judiciouſly remarked upon by the Pro- 

feſſor, 


(5 
feſſor, as to borrow new ſplendour by the freth 
varniſh he lays upon them. 


I ſhall proceed to give my readers the beſt 
idea I can of the Profeſſor's opinions, and rules 
to be obſerved, in the treatment of the gonorr- 
bes. 1 | 


The firſt thing to be conſidered is, the 
& inflammation itſelf, whether violent or 
„ mild, whether common or irritable ; yet 
e even when this is aſcertained we have not in 
all caſes the cure in our power.” 


„When the ſymptoms are violent, but of 
c the common inflammatory kind, which is 
eto be collected from the attending circum- 
e ſtances, particularly the extent of inflamma- 
« tion not exceeding the ſpecific diſtance, the 
local mode of cure may be either irritating 
or ſoothing till the original violence is 
&« over. Irritation in the preſent caſe, may be 
attended with leſs danger than in the irrita- 
ble inflammation, and may alter the ſpecific 
“action, but to produce this effect it muſt be 
$a greater than the irritation from the original 
injury.“ 


CC 


(( 


After 


6 % 
After all, however, I believe the Taching 
& plan is the beſt at the beginning“ 


* 


Here we are tfeated with a ſublime flight of 
the Profeſſor, ** irritable inflammation,” he 
has undertaken to explain this new opinion by 
a note, but, until he adds a ſecond note to ex- 
plain his firſt, my readers muſt remain in the 
ſame ignorance that I do, and be content to 
gueſs at his meaning; for like every myſtery 
it is inveloped in dark obſcurity, and hidden 
from the reach of vulgar underſtanding. As the 
reader may perceive. from the quotations I have 
already given, it is impoſſible for me to explain 
to them the ideas the Profeſſor entertains of the 
cure of a gonorrhœa, now he brings his new 
opinions into play: Nothing can be more un- 
determined than the ſyſtem he adopts: It can 
hardly be called a ſyſtem : The word chance 
is much better to call it by: All that I can 
collect from the above extracts 1 13, that the ir- 
ritating plan is not dangerous, and the ſoothing 
ſafe. But directly after, he ſays, Nothing 
„ fſhould be done that may tend to ſtop the 

66 diſcherge.— The conſtitution ſhould be 
altered if poſſible. If the conſtitution cannot 


$9 be altered, nothing is to be done but to al- 
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% low the parts to tire themſelves out by 2 
& continuaiice of the ſame action.“ 


What a rde ber has the Profeſſor hung 


out to his patient! a gonorrhœa may remain 


upon him for years; he muſt be ſhut out from 


the moſt alluring enjoyments; he cannot be 
cured; there is no ſpecifick in the catalogue 
of remedies. Irritable inflammation may come 
on, and then the diſeaſe becomes ſo unruly as 
to break over its ſpecifick bounds. It is vain 
for him to cry out, that he is tired before the 
parts attacked are; for they muſt be allowed 
«© to tire ee out by a continuance of 
$* the ſame action. Go, ſays he, to the pa- 
tient, you have got a runaway horle, I can 
make you no bridle that will govern him; 
when he gallops away with you, ſpur him on; 
tire him and he will ſtop of himſelf; you 
may - coax him to ſtop if you can; but if 
neither will avail, I ſay again, keep 8 ſeat, 

and tire him out. 


1 ſhall ju lay. before my readers one more 
extract, and then get rid of this chapter of 
difficulties, as ſoon as I can, for I may, with 
truth, that cannot be impeached, affirm, that 


| "SIR himſelf, in his eſſay on human under- 
I „ ſtand- 


1 


cl 
Landing, is not half ſo abſtruſe as the Pro- 
feſſor is, in his eſſay on animal gonorrhœa. 


There may be more in his reaſon, than is 
dreamt of in my philoſophy, but I cannot od 


it out, 1 confeſs wp en 


& When as nth has conſiderably 
< abated, the diſeaſe only now remaining 
« 11a mild form, it may be attacked locally; 
* violence is ſtill to be avoided ; becauſe it 


% may bring back the irritation. . At this pe- 


6c fiod gentle aſtringents may be applied with 
« a proſpect of ſucceſs; or if the diſeaſe has 
begun mildly, and there are no ſigns of an 


cc infl 1 


1matory diſpoſition either of the com- 
“ mon, or arritable kind; in order to get rid of 
<« the ſpecific mode of action quickly, an irri- 
« tating injection may be uſed, which will in- 
« creaſe the ſymptoms for a time, but when it 
„ is left off, they will often abate, or whol- 
ly diſappear. In ſuch a ſtate of parts, aſtrin- 
« gents may be uſed; for the only thing to be 
4 done, is to procure a ceſſation of the diſ- 
cc charge, which is now the principle ſymp- 


% tom.” 


Jam confident, that, if a man of ſuperior 
talents ta me, and with a ſtronger diſpoſition 
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to fatire, had taken upon him the taſk of pro- 
ving the theory of the Profeſſor by the teſt of 
criticiſm, the ſubje& before us would have 
warmed him, and he would have proceeded in 
his triumph with more than common rapture; 
the brow of the Profeſſor would have been 
deeply furrowed, and ſuch an irritation would 
have been raiſed on his feelings, as would 
have reached my ſympathy, I am only angry 
at his miſtaking himſelf all this while; from 
his fituation, we had a right to expect, that 


every innovation would have been clear and 


diſtin, This is not an age for abſurd theory, 
and the Profeſſor's powers are not equal to 
charm us into a wrong perſuaſion. , 
ment, the touchſtone for truth, is the high 


road for the Profeflor. But as his friend, the 
Abbe Fontana Tays, after all, I fear that man 


loyes better to be admired than uſeful ; mar- 
vellous than true; difficult than important. 
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Page 72, A 
Hice-—E —— ts-=- Aſiringents. _ 
The Profeſſor divides Ry. "remedies com- 


monly recommended in gonorche#} iffto two 
kinds, internal and local. The internal reme- 


dies are divided into evacuants and aſtringents. : 
6 Theevacuants are principally of the purga- 


a ** tive or diuretic kind, every practitioner ſup- 
poſing that he is in poſſeſſion of the beſt re» 
1 medy; mercury, neutral ſalts, nitre.” The 
Profeſſor has no great opinion of theſe remedies. 
% For what idea” ſays he, „can we form of 
+ irritation produced all along the inteſtinal 
4% canal curing a ſpecific inflammation 1 in the 
„% urethra ?” „ Yet” for it is impoſſible for the 
Profeſſor to be poſitive ; 11 any opinion but in 


his new ones there are caſes where a briſk 


46 Purge has even performed a cure.“ 


" Aſtringents though often given, yet have 
© been always condemned by thoſe who call 


* themſelves the judicious and regular prac- 


* titioners.“ The Profeſſor, . believes that 


they 
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they do not in any caſe leſſen the venereal 


inflammation, but certainly they often leſſen 
the diſcharge.” * As that effect however 


does not Fonſtitute a cure, it is not neceflary 


to produce it.“ The profeſſor “ can con- 
ceive that the balſams, with ſomething elſe, 
mayghel to leſſon the diſcharge, as the i in. 
flammation abates,” | e 


Kinds of Injections—irritating Ce- 
dative EmollieniAſtringent. 


c Local applications may be either internal 


to the urethra, external to the pubis, or 
both; all of which will be in many caſes 
neceſſary. The internal, or thoſe applied to 


the urethra, would Bern moſt likely to cure 


this ſpecies of diſeaſe, by coming immedi- 
ately into contact with the diſeaſed parts; 
for if they have any power of action, hat- 
ever that be, it muſt be in oppoſition to the 


venereal irritation; therefore we might fup- 
poſe, that moſt -irritations that are not ve- 


nereal, would tend to a cure; but certainly 
; this 


| 


4 fluid applications are called injectie 


i 


(: 87; ) : 
s this is not the caſe... If on the contrary, 9 


40 applications are ſuch as quiet irritation, they 
« muſt alſo be of ſervice——Theſe applica- 


4 tions may be fluid, or ſolid.!'—** By fluid,” 


be means a vaſh to the ſore, by ſolid “ x 


„ bougee';, andat length, he tells us, * that 


= 


Q 4 and 
« which are without number; but the great 


variety of injections, and every venereal in- 
& flammation -getting well during their uſe, 


= 


„% Which was likewiſe obſerved to happen when 


& 


- 6 


internal medecines were given, are ſtrong 
6 corroborating circumſtances; in favour of 
de the opinion, that every ſuch complaint 
40 ant; in time cure itſelf.“ 5 


T his laft oblervaiim of the Profeſſor ſhall 


not eſcape my notice for a moment. And is 
this all the foundation he has for unqualified 
afſertions, that injections do not cure a gonor- 


rhœa, but that gonorrhœa cures itſelf? Be- | 


cauſe a variety of injections are given, and 


every venereal inflammation gets well during 
their uſe? Is this the ſcource from whence 


the Profeſſor draws. his ſtrong concluſion, that 


every ſuch complaint will in time cure itſelf? 


The preſumption may carry him further than 
he was aware of; for proof he cannot call it; 
It 
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It is preſumption ariſing out of a determined 
obſtinate principle of doubting every theory 
dut his own opinions; for, he might alſo 
have aſſerted, and it would have been much 
more conſonant to reaſon: That the great va- 
riety of injections given, and evæy inflam- 
mation getting well during their uſe, are ſtrong 
corroborating circumſtances in favour of the 
opinion, that they may all tend to the ſame 
end, and that the complaint yields to their 
ſpecific power. Is there but one way to cure 
a chancre? Does the Profeſſor not give us 
hereafter to underſtand, that there is more 
than one? I aſk him this, becauſe I ds 
not with to foreſtall the after page that will 
tell it. Does he not in bubo adviſe different 
means? Does he not aid, or change the pre- 
paration of mercury in blotches on the ſkin? 
In nodes in the bones? In ſhort, does he des 
pend upon mercury ſolely, and in one form 
in the cure of all venereal caſes, where he ads 
mits of the ſpecific power of mercury to cure 
them > If, in theſe inſtances, he goes through 
his cure of all ſymptoms, and every ſtage of 
them, without calling into his aid, as new 
tymptoms offer, other remedies, or trying 
mercury in other forms, I lay, if he does do 
fo, then do I yield all reſiſtence to all his new 
opinions, 


fa. Wy 
opinions, and upon theſe terms alone do I © ü 
admit, that he has argued more for the honour- 18 
able cauſe of inveſtigating truth, than for the All 
contemptible vanity of being * hy 
But the Profeſſor might as well have ſaid, . 
you can only convince me that there is a ſpe- 11 
cific for gonorrhœa, as there is for chanere 1 
or conſtitutional venereal diſeaſe, by giving 1 
me proof that there is but one ſpecific, that i | 
you have that ſpecific 1n your pofſeſſion, and 14 
that I will ſee the application of it, and that | i 
it ſhall reſt with me to determine, whether it | | 4 
be a ſpecific or not. This is what I call a 1 
ſpecific in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; if the Profeſſor i 


means as much, I can only ſay, that when he 
aſſerts that there is no ſpecific for gonorrhea, | 
he calls for more proof than he requires for 4 
chancre, or conſtitutional venereal diſeaſe. 1 0 
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But immediately after this the Profeſſor aſ® <_ 
ſumes ſuch a ſyſtem as I know nothing /amile aut 
ſecundum to it. He begins to treat of the cure 
of a gonorrhœa according to the old opinion, 
whilſt he is combating the doctrine by his new 
one. The favourite maxims inculcated by the 
ancients and ſanctioned by the moderns, of 


adhering to eſtabliſhed rules unlefs better can ob 
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„ 
be provided, are ſpurned by the Profeſſor; 
he has built a new houſe, but will not quit 
the old one; he has raiſed up a new theory, 
but dares not conform a practice to it; he 
has built upon a fandy foundation indeed! 
The Profeſſor may depend upon it, that he 
is erring from the rule of right” when he 
finds fault without being able to amend. 
This is what my ſuſpicions all along led 
me to, and I find them well founded. Does 
the Profeſſor ſend away thoſe unfortunate 
victims he devotes to be tired out by a go- 
norrhœa? If he does, and for conſcience ſake, 
I will be obliged to him to fend them to me; 
for although I have a conſcience alſo, yet I be- 
lieve it is not ſo delicately wrought as the Pro- 
feſſor's; I ſhould endeavour to cure them, 1 
fhould ſtill try to prevent all evils (as he calls 
them) that ariſe from neglected gonorrhea ; 
notwithſtanding the comfort he has held out to 
the contrary, which muſt be at leaſt as grate- 
ful to the feelings of the unfortunate. patients, 
as a wet blanket wrapped over them. But I 
am ſure the Profeſſor will not part with one 
of them : the pious fraud of bread pills was 
meant to amuſe us; to detain his patients, 
ſomething more, as hereafter will appear, will 
be attempted at leaſt by him; and perhaps 


what 


C91 
what others attempt, but I truſt with more 
confidence and ſucceſs. 


*« 1 ſhalldivide, ſays he, injections according 
6c 
„into four kinds; the irritating, ſedative, 
„ emollient, and aſtringent. The ſpecific, I be- 
„ lieve is not yet diſcovered, although a mer- 


% curial injection, in ſome form or other, is 


e by moſt people ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of 


* {ſuch a power, and of courſe this mineral 


$6 


% in ule.” 


His irritating injection is compoſed of a ſo- 


lution of ſublimate. His ſedative, of opium, 


ſaccharum ſaturni, adviſing at the ſame time 
deluting liquors. His emollient, of gum 
arabic, milk and water, and ſweet oil. And his 
aſtringent, of the gums, as dragon's blood, the 
balſams, and the turpentines diſſolved in wa- 
ter; the juices of many vegetables, as oak 
bark, peruvian bark, tormentil root, and per- 
haps all the metallic ſalts, as green, blue, and 
white vitriols; the ſalts of mercury, and alſo 
alum. 


External applications, poultices and fo 
„ mentations— when the glands of the ure- 


1 „ thra 


to their particular effects upon the urethra, 
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makes part of many of the injections now 


4 


ENS) 

thra are ſwelled, the application ot mercu- 
„rial ointment may be proper, after the in- 
% flammation has ſubſided. Indeed mercurial 
 gintment is often applied when in a ſtate 
& of inflammation, but he ſays © he is not 
perfectly ſatisfied of the utility of ſuch 
practice.“ 


. 


N 


* 


Such is the catalogue of remedies that 
the Profeſſor has made out for the gratifica- 
tion of our eager curioſity, and quenching our 
uncommon and preſſing thirſt for informa- 
tion. Such is the inexhauſtible treaſure from 
this fountain. Here are calculated remedies 
for all conſtitutions, from the rich king down 
to the poor beggar. But I would not with 
to turn my back upon my old acquaint- 
ances ; and I hope, although I find them in 
company with the Profeflor, that I may be 
permitted the honour of recognifing them; 
for, I firmly believe, that there is not a pupil 
of two months ſtanding in this city, who 
does not know all the remedies remarked 
upon by the Profeſſor, as well as I do. That 
they may chooſe to throw aſide the worſer 
part of them, I will not deny, and perhaps 
they may be in the right if they did. 


Irritating 


C 93 } 

&« Trritating injections do not agree with all 
© inflammations arifing from venereal poiſon ; 
W may be aſked, in what caſes are the ir- 
„ ritating injections to be uſed with advan- 
tage? This I have not been able to de- 
„termine. Where the perinzum is very ſuſ- 
66 ceptible of inflammation, nor where there 
is a tendency in the bladder to irritation 
% in ſuch caſes I have not ſucceeded with 
« them; they do not only do no good, but 
„they often do harm, for I have ſeen them 
„make the inflammation ſpread further in 
& the urethra, and I think I have reaſon to 
„ {uſpe&t that they have been the cauſe of 
* abcefles in perinzo.” This laſt obſerva- 
tion the Profeſſor qualifies with a note to ex- 
plain. It is however to be remarked, that 
this ſymptom is not always to be attributed 
5+ to injections; for it often happens when 
& none are uſed.“ 


Of ſedative injections -The Profeſſor de- 
clares for „opium, being perhaps the beſt 
«© ſedative we have; but even opium will not 
„agree, or act as a ſedative in all parts; on 
the contrary, it often has oppoſite effects, 
60 8 great irritability. Saccharum ſa- 

&« turni 


(0 94 ) 


ee turni makes a good ſedative aſtringent in- 


cc jection 25 


Of emollient injections—he ſays, „they 
& are the propereſt when the inflammation is 
% very great; they are probably firſt uſeful 
„ by fimply waſhing away the matter, and 
e then leaving a ſoft application to the part.” 
I ſhall juſt put the Profeſſor in mind, and 
bring to the recollection of my readers, that 
the Profeſſor has all along perſiſted, that the 
matter could do no harm; and here is my 
authority for the obſervation : *« Waſhing of 
& a fore I believe unneceſlary; for I imagine 
that matter from any fore whatever, is al- 
25 ways ſuch as cannot ſtimulate the ſore into 


a 


La 


% any action “.“ 


Of aſtringent injections “ They ſhould 
& only be uſed at the latter end of the diſ- 


% eaſe, when it has become mild, and the 


% parts begin to itch. But this ſhould be 


& according to circumſtances, and if the diſ- 


„ eaſe began mildly, they ſhould be uſed at 


6 


a 


the very beginning; for by gradually leſ- 
ſening the diſcharge without increaſing the 


6 


a 


* Page 76. 


« inflammation, 


(- 95+ ] 
12 inflammation, we compleat the cure, and 
« prevent a continuation of the diſcharge, 


% called a gleet.” I am at a loſs to determine 


to which of the five words, ** But, probable, 
«© ſeldom, happen, and believe,” the Profeſ- 
ſor owes the moſt. obligation. They certainly 
are his coat of armour, which he puts on when 


he combats old opinions; - but his new opi- 


nions want neither coat of mail, breaſt- plate, 
or falchin; they are bold in their own na- 
kedneſs, are truth itſelf, beſt to be admired in 
the ſtrongeſt light, and unadorned, adorned 


& the moſt.” 


Such is the diſpoſition which the Profeſſor 
has made for the attack of a diſeaſe, that, if 
but let alone, would cure itſelf. But if any 
of my readers be deſirous of knowing how 
and when theſe remedies are to be applied, he 
will be diſappointed in that expectation from 
me. For, when the Profeſſor conferred upon 


us his ideas, he ought to have furniſhed 


us with intellects to comprehend them. 
He tells us that the remedies do not always 
acc alike, that they do good and they do harm: 
Sometimes this firſt, and ſo vice verſa, ring all 
changes upon them, and their harmony will 


till be the ſame ; if you regulate them by the 
ſcale 


4 


e 96. } 
ſcale of a country dance, thus, let ſedative 


and emollient ſet corners; figure in irrita- 
ting ; ; and lead down rag 3 then all 


four hands round; right and left: This diſ- 
poſition may do, or it may not do; theſe are 
my adopted remedies, and I have nothing bet- 


ter to offer. 


But to be a little more ſerious; when a 
man comes forth with a voluminous work full 
of innovation in theory only, without any 
thing like the ſhadow of improvement in 
practice, which I proteſt to be the caſe in 
point, as far as I have now perutcd ; to what 
good can ſuch work tend? If the diſeaſe be 


not better underſtood, if contradictions and 
doubts take place of matters of fact, if the 
mark of cure be removed at a greater diſtance 
from us in proportion as the theory is at- 


tempted to be changed, and no new remedy 


| preferred ; - where is all that advantage which 


18 gained from true knowledge ? Is it to be 
found in this performance of the Profeflor ? 
[ have heard of, and I have lived long enough 
to be a witneſs to a theory that has helped to 
practice, and to a practice that has helped to 
theory: ſuch have been no ſooner given out 
by their reſpective —_—_ than they flaſhed 

I conviction 


. 
conviction on all, and became generally | 
adopted in ſpite of mean oppoſition. The 
practice of treating putrid ſore throats in 
a new manner was generally approved from 
the theory of Dr. Fothergill. The theory of 
treating the ſmall pox in a new manner, was 
conceived from the practice of the Suttuns. 
The giving opium in mortifications, not to 
mention his other valuable improvements, 
was introduced by Mr. Pott. Do we derive 
any ſuch profitable information from the book 
before us? Is there any thing in the eighty- 
three pages that I have hitherto examined, 
which bids fairer to remove the dreadful ſymp- 
toms of a gonorrhea? Or has the Profeſſor 
done himſelf credit, or treated with candour 
the general ſyſtem already adopted, when he 
denies its efficacy, without being able to pro- 
duce one more efficacious ; when he doubts 
every thing, becauſe he would not be ſeen to 
acquieſce in any thing; and when, for the 
ſake of deviating from the path hitherto trod= 
den, he has gone out of his way, and be- 
wildered himſelf and his readers by conſtant 
errors and palpable contradictions ? The re- 
ſult of my new opinion 1s, for I in my turn 
have a right to a new opinion, that the Pro- 
feſſor is more at home with his knife than his- 

5 0 | pen; 


ET —- 

pen; that, by a perverſe application of his 

mental endowments, he has diminiſhed and 
waſted his reputation ; that his anatomical 
comparative knowledge was a wedge of gold 

to him, the advantageous application of which 

he has negleQed ; and that he has, by em- 

ploying his labour in expanding the leaves be- 

fore us, exchanged ſolid wealth for feeble 

{plendour. This ought to have been told to 
him in the cloſet, but I truſt the opportu- 
nity may not be now too late. 


Page 84. Of the Treatment of the 
Conſtitution in the Cure of the Go- 
norrhaa. 


So capricious ſometimes is this form of 

, diſeaſe in its cure, that I have ſeen by an 
accidental fever coming on, the diſcharge 
„ ſtop, the pain in making water go off, and 

„ the gonorrhea finally terminate with the 

„ fever.“ As the Profeſſor makes no remark 
upon this, it is to be preſumed, that he 
. conceived the whole venereal concern to be 
> at an end, In the only inſtance, where I 
J | OE ever 
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ever ſaw a gonorrhœa diſappear in this man- 


ner, the conſequence was, that the patient 


endured the moſt confirmed lues venerea that 
ever I have ſeen in all my practice. A lieu- 
tenant of a man of war was ſeized with the 
ſmall pox, whilſt a gonorrhœa was on him; 
he had the ſmall pox ſo very bad, that it was 


with great difficulty he recovered: the go- 


norrhœa left him altogether. He went, as 
ſoon as he recovered from the ſmall pox, to 
ſea, was abſent from England more than 
twelve months, and returned in a moſt ema- 
ciated ſtate, with nodes upon his bones, at- 
tended with inceflant pains, and a large ulcer 
over all the palate, fore-teeth out, and the 


bone was a caries. | Much mercury had been 
given at ſea to him, but to no purpoſe. He 


recovered at Dr. Kelly's at Knightſbridge, 


by warm bathing, milk diet, decoction of far- 


{aparilla, and a little mercury was given, when 
his conſtitution had been previouſly mended. 


Dr. Wright attended him with me. So much 


for the ſecurity of gonorrhœa curing itſelf. 
I am inclined to think, that the more a perſon 


is out of health, the more likely the vene- 


real virus is to be abſorbed. At any rate, the 
caſe above proves directly the contrary to an 
opinion the Profeſſor would fix us with: It 

O 2 „s appears 
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60 appears to me beyond a doubt, that no two 

actions can take place in the ſame conſtitu- 
« tion, at the ſame time.” Here we find 
the Profeſſor poſitive, but this is one of his 
new opinions ; perhaps he is in the right. 
We ovght to be proudeſt of our own children; 
and the more rickety t they are, the more pa- 
ternal tenderneſs they require Cooke us. Does 
the Profeſſor 25+ ih to ſay, that the virus 
was dormant whilſt it was abſorbing from the 
urethra into the habit ? 


& Unfortunately there are caſes where no 
& known method leſſens the ſymptoms; eva- 
„ cuations have produced no abatement, the 
ſtrengthening plan has been as unſucceſs— 
ful, ſedatives and emollients have procured 
& no relief; and time alone, has performed 
6 the cure.“ - | 


GCE 


ce 


Jar wſtill of opinion, that much more might 
be done, than, as the Profeſſor tells us, hath 
been done. And with all ſubmiſſion to his 
ſuperiour power, I ſhall repeat an aflertion 
that I made a few pages back, and although 
contrary to the opinion of the Profeſſor, I 


& Par 
Jage 2, 


ſhall 
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ſhall not ſhrink from the credit J ſtake upon 
it. The Profeſſor in very pathetic ſtrains, 
and with much ſeeming candour, finding that 
he can no longer guide at the helm, abandons 
his poſt, and commits his bark to the ſtorm. 
And could he leave his caſes to the apathetick 
event of time, when he had only called to his 
aid the above reſources? All of them ſeem 
to me calculated to bring the patients to the 


very predicament he is about to leave them 
in. Let any man turn to the particular ar- 


ticles” in the ſeparate claſſes above recited; 
and ſee if he can find what he himſelf terms 
any thing like a ſpecific in the ſtrengthening 
plan, the ſedative, or emollient ; evacuations 
the Profeſſor has no more opinion of than I 
have. Where was mercury all this while? 
Where was his irritating injection? Why 
did he play with the cales, and ſuffer them to 
arrive to ſuch a deſperate height? I fay that 
a mercurial injection is a ſpecific in the cure 
of a gonorrhœa, and that the cure is only 
made difficult and important from procraſtina- 
tion; by permitting the virus to extend its ill 
effects, and by widening the inflammatory 
ſurface, Such muſt always be the conſe- 
quences, where the application of mercury is 
to Wait upon the departure of inflammation ; 
for 
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for the diſeaſe muſt not only be protracted, 
but aggravated, if the ſpecific power of the 
virus be not deſtroyed. And I cannot impreſs 
this momentous concern too ſtrongly upon the 
minds of my readers, that delay in the cure 
is the . general cauſe of all the untoward 
ſymptoms that ariſe out of gonorrhea. The 
ſedatives, the emollients, and the aſtringents, 
ſet down by the Profeſſor, ought to be con- 
ſidered as adventitious aids ſelected to act un- 
der the all controuling power of mercury ; 
as flip flops to James's powder, and as va- 
rieties of adjuncts are to bark, I hope to hear 
no more of this milk and water ſyſtem : 
Bread pills were bad enough. 


Page 88. Of the Treatment of occaſional 
Symptoms of Gonorrhea. 


The Profeſſor ſays, „ as the following 
*: ſymptoms are only occaſional conſequences 
of venereal gonorrhœa, being the effects of 
© an irritation in the urcthra, and therefore 
© not venereal ; they are to be treated in the 
% ſame manner as if they aroſe from any 
other cauſe,” 


N 
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All that I ſhall obſerve upon the above 
opinion, is, that theſe occaſional conſequences 
arife from the irritating virus on the urethra, 
and that what began in virulent inflammation, 
if permitted to continue any length of time, 
will end in a fixed diſeaſe on the parts, after 
all the virus that gave cauſe to it is no more. 
In other words, I. ſay that theſe conſequences 
will always be found in an aggravated con- 
dition, where there has been a neglect of re- 
moving the original irritation, or where a go- 
norrhœa is left to cure itſelf. 


Of Bleedings from the Urethra. 


""T mole; the Profeſſor obſerves, always go off 
in the uſual time of the cure of a gonor- 
rhœa. 


Page 89. Of the Chordee. 


The Profeſſor and I have already offered 


to the reader our differences on this opinion ; 
J ſhall not revive them here; but proceed to 
__ enumerate 
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enumerate the remedies he lays down for the 
relief of the complaint. Theſe are bleeding in 
the arm ; leeches to the part ; poultices with 
camphire in them; ſteam of hot water; 
opium; mercury; cicuta. Electricity, he 
„ may be of ſervice.** The efficacy of 
electricity I am diſpoſed to doubt in a mote 
general ſenſe. From what I have ſeen, and 
from more information that I have collected 
out of the difintereſted reports of others, I am 
convinced, that this ſublime elementary ſcience 
is more calculated to enlighten philoſophick 
purſuits, than to reſtore diſeaſed parts to a 
ſtate of health. From out of ten thouſand 
trials of electricity, if we hear of a few 1cat- 
tered caſes where patients have done well, 
theſe are not enough to authoriſe us to attri- 
bute' the cure to the power of electricity, or 
to waſte the time of the patient in uſeleſs 
project. 


Page 90. 
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Page go. Of the Treatment of the 
5 uppuration of the Glands , the 
Urethra. 


Theſe diſeaſes of the glands the Profeſſor 
inſtructs us to treat the ſame as we ſhould a 
venereal ulcer. Mercury, he believes, muſt 
* be given. ſhall make no comment on 
this, but refer my readers to what is paſt, 


0 the Thea of the Aﬀedtion a” 


he B /adder. 


The Profeſſor ſuſpects, * that this ſymp- 
tom ſometimes lays the ground-work of 
future irritation 1n that viſcus, which may 
prove very troubleſome, and even danger- 
ous, but this is only conjecture” with 
him ; but with me it is more than conjecture. 
This is one of the local evils out of many 
more, not to mention the evils that ariſe from 
abſorption, that will moſt certainly ſucceed 
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from neglected gonorrhœas, or from ſuch as 
are abandoned to their own cure. This is one 
of thoſe ſymptoms whoſe evil conſequences 
may be ſo attached to us, and ſo deeply rooted 


in us, that it cannot be ſhaken of; that may 


not only attend us, but haſten us to our end. 
This is ſuch an evil as is too complex for the 
ignorant to cure, and too important for the 
vain to deſpiſe, that ought to be guarded 
againſt, and not waited for, that ought to be 
reſiſted by anticipation. For the Profeſſor, 
after all his parade about the harmleſs fim- 


plicity of gonorrhœa, confefles that, „ in 


„ ſpite of every attempt, the affection of the 


& bladder often continues for a conſiderable 


& time, producing other ſympathics in the 
& neighbouring parts.“ The cure, he ſays, 
conſiſts in opiate clyſters, warm bath, bleed- 
ing, but with caution if it ariſes from ſympa- 
thy —lecches to the perinæum-opjiate plaſter 


to the region of the pubis —bliſter to the pe- 


rinæum. 


Page 91. 
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Page 91. Of the Treatment- of the 
Swelled Teſticle. AY 


For the cure of this the Profeflor inſtructs 
us to bleed; foment; poultice; to 'apply _ 
leeches; vomits may be thought on; opi- 
ates; mercury; . but the laſt when hardneſs 
remains after inflammation has ſubſided, &c. 


&c. Ke. 


It may be a matter of ſome curioſity, if not 
of importance, to be able to diſtinguiſh 
whether the profeſſor is ſerious in the opi- 
nion, that all gonorrhœas ceaſe without me- 
dical help; or whether he is ſo only when he 
preſcribes the moſt important remedies that 
are to be found in all the whole Materia Me- 
dica, for the cure of the dangerous conſe- 
quences ariſing out of gonorrhœa. It he takes 
up the one ſerious, the other muſt be of 
courſe a jeſt. If gonorrhœa cures itſelf, if 
it needs no medical help, if the moft 1gno- 
rant ſucceed in their treatment of it, why 
does the Profeflor draw forth ſo power- 
ful an array of remedies ? Is it not as equally 

„ ridiculous 


= 


„ 
ridiculous, as it would be in a commander in 
chief to lead forth a whole army to deſtroy a a 
_ for giving a ſting ? 


a It 18 genelally a long time before the 
ſwelling of the teſticle entirely ſubſides. 
It is {till much longer before the epidydi- 


c 


«a 


a 


& mis comes to its natural ſtate, and indeed 


* 


& often years before it returns to its natural 


ſize and ſoftneſs, and ſometimes it never 
& does“ wy 


4 
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The reader will be pleaſed to mark the 


counter paragraph to the above from page 58. 


CC 


% dical cure in the hydrocele, does not ſub- 


« fide after inflammation is gone, in as many 
«© weeks, as the ſwelled teſticle, in conſe- 
& quence of its ſympathy with other parts, 
does in days; and probably the reaſon of 
this is, that it ariſes from ſympathy.” 

Only let men alone who ſet off upon a wrong 
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theory, and they will entangle themſelves. 


If I were invidiouſly to ſeek for contradictions, 


I ſhould deſpair of coming ever to a con- 
cluſion. 


United 


A ſwelled teſticle, in conſequence of the ra- 
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United with KI ſubjects: of the affection of . 
the bladder and ſwelled teſticle, we find the 


new opinion on {ſympathy again brought for- 
ward by the Profeſſor; if it had not been here 


obtruded upon us by him, I certainly ſhould | 
not have provoked its revival: And as I am 


already too ſenſible, how the Profeſſor mult 
feel upon the occaſion, I would not wiſh in 


the leaſt to be acceſſary to further diſgrace ; . 


and much leſs therefore, would I aim to 
make fo ignominious a ſtain indelible, by en- 


larging upon the theme. I will therefore only 
Hay, in addition to what I have already ſaid, 


that ſympathy is a corporeal effect from a 


mental cauſe, and that ſuch authorities as 


South, Lock, and Johnſon define it to be, 
the quality of being affected by the affection 
of another. Vet the Profeſſor hugs his new 
opinions, and hugs his new idea of ſympathy, 
as a barren woman hugs the infant of another 
mother; both alike ſoothing the infirmities 


of their nature by the ſame falſe and flatter- 
ing 1luſion. 


If an expreſſion has eſcaped me, that may 
be conſtrued perſonal to the profeſſor, I deſire 


once for all to ſay, that I never can mean it; 


for 


4 


* 
for the Profeſſor has my eſteem and re- 
gen | . . 


To reſiſt uſeleſs and flimſy innovations, to 
do away empty new opinions, to penetrate 
into the defign of contradictory aſſertions ari- 
ſing out of confuſed ideas where I could, and 
to reſtore truth to its original priſtine vigour, 
ought not, and could not be done with tame- 
neſs; Juvenal tells us, that in ſuch a caſe; 
Aulta ęſt clementia. 


I ſhall only ſtay my further obſervations for 
the preſent. I ſhall perſiſt in them through- 
out the Profeffor's work at my firſt leiſure 
hours. I have already g gone through ninety= 
three pages, obſerved upon, as well as my 
abilities and time would permit, his general 
ſyſtem, and gonorrhœa in particular. The 
talk may be thought by ſome invidious, dur 
1 will do my duty. 
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